
  

       

PLANNING PERMISSION 
has been granted for 8 
houses on the land to the 
east of Short Lane despite 
the Parish Council 
objecting to it as not being 
suitable for housing 
development and there 
were also numerous 
objections from Alkham 
residents. 

DRELLINGORE NAILBOURNE –The prediction in last month’s 
newsletter was correct as the nailbourne is running with some 
force and the village green has become a lake. Melven Kirby, who 
lives at Chalksole and is a farmer, has recorded rainfall for the 
environment agency since 1988 and according to his records the 
year 2000 was the only year to have had more rainfall to the end 
of November. In that year the village green was also a large lake 
and roads in the area were under water, sewers blocked, and the 
village hall floor had to be replaced. KCC has an emergency line 
which can be rung if there are dangerous conditions and the 
numbers are 03000 41 81 81 during working hours and off-peak 
is 03000 41 91 91. The water level can be viewed at 
https://riverlevels.uk/river-dour-alkham-valley-borehole. 

CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTS 
There was a good crowd of about 40 
adults and children who came along 
for the turning on of the Alkham 
Christmas Tree lights on the 9th of 
December on the village green. 
Father Christmas was there and 
gave sweets to the children and to a 
great cheer Meadow, on the left, 
turned on the lights which was 
followed by mulled wine for those 
who wanted it. Thanks go to Debbie 
and Graham West who organized 
the event and heated the wine on a 

portable stove and Kevin Rolfe who made his annual appearance. 
If you would like the newsletter in colour please email 
brianwimsett@hotmail.com. 
 

LORRY PUMPS are currently stationed 
on the village car park opposite the village 
hall pumping out water and other matter 
from the sewers which have been 
overwhelmed by the nailbourne running. 
THE ANNUAL post-Christmas walk is 
held on the 27th of December. Climate 
change or not We leave, children, animals 
and the Rest of Us at 10.00am from the 
Alkham Village Hall in the footsteps of a 
skilled leader. We return to the Village 
Hall a couple of hours later where this 
year we are invited to enjoy drinks and 
nibbles before dispersing.  Jo Walker On 
behalf of the Alkham Valley Society  
MANY THANKS 
to the Alkham 
Garden Centre for 
giving a Christmas 
tree to St. 
Anthony’s church. 
It will be much 
appreciated by 
those going to the 
carol and crib 
services. 
FIRST few Christmas trees are ready, 
freshly cut to order and prices start from 
£20. Message Paul on 07763327548 or 
Paulking9691@gmail.com. Trees are at 
Fen Farm Abbey Rd Hougham CT15 7DH 
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B P S window cleaner 
Window cleaning specialists no house too 

small. We use a reach & wash purifying 
system that means no streaks or smears and 
no chemicals.  Our poles reach those hard to 
get areas. Safely clean conservatory roof. We 

fully clean all windows, doors & frames.  

Call Paul on 01304 823763 or 
07971389039 

ALKHAM VALLEY GARDEN CENTRE and Tea rooms winter opening 
hours as from now: Monday 9am to 4pm, Tuesday 9am to 4pm, Wednesday 
9am to 4pm, Thursday 9am to 4pm, Friday 9am to 4pm, Saturday 9am to 
6pm, Sunday 10am to 5pm. Please note Monday to Friday last serving is 
3.30pm in the tea rooms, Saturday 5.30pm, Sunday 4.15pm. We will be 
open Christmas Eve 9am to 1pm then reopen on January 5th 2024; please 
note all through January we will be shutting on Mondays and Tuesdays until 
the beginning of February. Merry Christmas to all our customers 
ALKHAM VALLEY ROAD – There were a number of accidents due to 
black ice in the Standen area in early December and one driver slid off 
the road and got out of his car which was then hit by a lorry which 
skidded on the ice shortly followed by a third car leaving the road. The 
first driver escaped with a fractured pelvis and is now walking with 
crutches. Some good news is that the Highway Authority has resurfaced 
the valley road where that appalling large trench reinstatement carried 
out in the 1990’s near the Old Hawkinge road was.  

NEW SEATS – The Parish Council 
have installed a new seat by the side 
of the dyke overlooking the village 
green with a clear view of the cricket 
pitch. They had previously installed a 
new seat by the bus shelter with two 
plaques commemorating the 

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in 2022 and King Charles III coronation in 2023. 
Well done to the Parish Council for all their proactive work. Editor 
SCAM EMAILS – If you get an email from someone you know asking to 
send a voucher to a friend or relative of theirs as they cannot access the 
internet or similar it is probably a scam. Generally, it says that a friend or 
relative is very ill and please could you email £200 of Apple vouchers to 
some email address. They also send emails purporting to be a son or 
daughter who needs some money quickly and this may also be a scam. The 
advice is to contact the person whose name has been used in the email and 
ask them if they have sent it. 
AN UPDATE on the emergency power station I wrote about last month. 
After fitting a plug to the electricity supply to my gas boiler (boiler 
manual says this is ok) I plugged it into my Ecoflow power pack to see if 
it would work and how long it would keep going for. I had another power 
pack for many years but its output was a “modified sine wave” which 
modern electronics do not like and so it would not drive the boiler; avoid. 
The Ecoflow has a "pure sine wave” and the boiler fired up straightaway. 
It was before the current cold spell but it kept the boiler going for 9 hours 
before the power pack battery was exhausted at about 9.00pm. The 
display on the pack shows how much power is being consumed and the 
boiler used about 80 Watts when running. I connected my TV to it and it 
uses about 60 Watts. Surprisingly my TV uses 20 Watts when on standby 
when all you can see is a little red LED under the screen. In contrast when 
I put them all in one computer on standby it uses nothing that is 
measurable. An LED bulb in a table lamp uses next to nothing shooting 0 
Watts output even though the bulb is lit. My interest in this small scale 
test was fired by electric cars and powering your home from the battery. 
Charge it with low cost electricity and run your home when rates are 
high. Is there anyone out there with similar interests who would like to 
share their experience? Alan Latham 
 

CAR & VAN SERVICING 

MOTS, TYRES & EXHAUSTS 
BRAKES, CLUTCHES & REPAIRS 

DIAGNOSTICS 

Free collection & delivery or courtesy car arranged 

POULTON SERVICE & EXHAUST CENTRE 

HOLLOW WOOD ROAD, DOVER CT17 0UB 

01304 201235 
 

 

 

All types of paving, driveways, walls, 
groundworks and a full garden design 

Free quotations – local family run 
business 

07818024487 or 01304 825355  
e-mail: quotes@dbworks.co.uk

VALLEY VEG BOX 
We supply local seasonal weekly veg boxes 

for collection or delivery. – see web site 

www.valleyvegbox.com 
sales@valleyvegbox.com 

Tel:  07814 023141 

Professional Dog Grooming Service 
   No2 Wolverton Cottages 
     Alkham Valley Road 
Contact: Karen 07594478587 
Email woofreadywoof@gmail.com 
       Find us on   

 
 Alkham Court 

Farmhouse Bed & Breakfast 
Meggett Lane, South Alkham 

5 Star: Gold Award 
Peaceful location overlooking Alkham Valley 

‘Winners Best B & B in SE England’  
Tourism SE Award 

Web: www.alkhamcourt.co.uk  
Wendy Burrows Tel: 01303 892056 

Tai Chi 
Wednesday, 3.30 - 4.30 PM 

Wootton Village Hall 
Friday, 11.00 AM - 12.00 PM 
Hawkinge Community Centre 

Contact Anna Dashwood 
07736 849 194  www.pfstaichi.com 

Streetz2S4reetz 
Mobile Fish and Chip Unit 
Saturday 11th November 

(14th October) 
  will be outside the village hall 5-6.30pm 
Call 07955 926 835 for booking & details 
Also cater for weddings, kid’s parties, christenings, 
charity events, fish supper parties and boot fairs 



 

Prince Tutoring 
Give your child’s education a boost with one-

to-one assistance from a qualified and 
experienced teacher 

• Science and maths GCSE, Kent 
Test preparation, biology for 

midwifery, essay writing and A-level biology 
• Literacy & numeracy skills – reading & writing, 11+ 
• Supporting special educational needs 

tracey.prince@hotmail.co.uk  
Tracey Prince BSc (hons), PGCE, QTS, CELTA, CRB 

CHALKSOLE GREEN – Until the 
17th century some of the land 
owned by the Lords of the Manor 
was common land where tenants 
could graze their animals. A piece of 
common land went from the centre 
of Alkham east of Slip Lane and up 
the hill to Chalksole and continued 
along Chalksole Green Lane. Near 
the junction with Warren Lane one 

acre was listed under the 1845 Enclosure Act and allotted to the 
Churchwardens and Overseers of the Poor for the recreational use of 
the inhabitants of Alkham. Under the 1894 Local Government Act the 
holding or management of the village green was transferred to the newly 
formed Parish Councils and therefore the land was and still is a village 
green and in 1977 was used by the parish for Queen Elizabeth’s silver 
jubilee celebrations. The green has been owned and maintained by the 
Parish Council since 1894 and the deeds and documents have been 
reviewed and the land is being registered with the Land Registry. editor 

THIS BIRD would like to live to see Christmas 
and has taken sanctuary in our garden and 
maybe a few others. He does a useful job of 
clearing up under the bird table and giving us 
pleasure as he wanders about the driveway. 
He is a bit demanding and appears just behind 
you with that hungry look. Occasionally he 
will tap on the patio door or get up on the 
table to remind you he is hungry. Hope he 
makes it. Alan Latham 

 
 
 
When winters weather’s exceptionally mild 
It seems as though our senses are beguiled 
Into forgetting ice, snow, freezing rain 
Imagination grows the flowers again. 
Hovering between winter and the spring 
We look to find a future that will bring 
Exploding apple blossom, pink and white, 
The glory and the sunshine and the light. 
 
God is alive, magic is afoot 
The world lies trembling at its root 
The tiny tendrils twist and curl 
The rock hard wood begins to hurl 
A thousand arrows to the sky, 
A shimmering of greenery. 
 
Gail Swainston 

 
 
  

MAT WALECKI 
Window cleaner  

Household repairs 
General maintenance and repairs 

Pole system and traditional 
Painting and decorating 

07803333709 
Matek167@hotmail.com 

Your Local One Stop Flooring Shop 
www.actioncarpets.co.uk 

26 Market Square, Dover, CT16 1NG 
Folkestone: 01303 246505 

Dover: 01304 207007 Whitfield: 01304 20700 
Call for a free estimate or visit a showroom 

We Have All Floors Covered 

River Chimney Sweep 
Insurance approved certificate issued 

with every sweep 
Other installations include 

Stove installation: Chimney liners 
Bird cowls: Chimney repointing 

Stove servicing and repairs 
Call Marcus Wright 

   Tel: 01304 761081 Mob: 07971 699220 
       www.riverchimneysweep.co.uk 
    Registered OFTEC Stove Installer  

 GRAHAM WEST 

General Maintenance 
Electrical Installation Specialist 

General household repairs, Painting 
decorating 

Small plumbing, Woodwork 
Specialist electrical installations 

07973330890 
GRAHAMWEST28@GMAIL.COM 

Seasonable 
When winters weather’s exceptionally mild 
It seems as though our senses are beguiled 
Into forgetting ice, snow, freezing rain 
Imagination grows the flowers again. 
Hovering between winter and the spring 
We look to find a future that will bring 
Exploding apple blossom, pink and white, 
The glory and the sunshine and the light. 

God is alive, magic is afoot 
The world lies trembling at its root 
The tiny tendrils twist and curl 
The rock hard wood begins to hurl 
A thousand arrows to the sky, 
A shimmering of greenery. 

Gail Swainston 
 

ALKHAM W.I. - We had our 
Christmas meal at the Marquis 
on Tuesday 12th of December 
and the food was very good and 
the raspberry flavoured gin was 
lovely, so everyone had a lovely 
evening and thank you to 
everyone at the Marquis. Our 
next meeting will be Tuesday 9th 
of January 2024 and the subject 
is how to crochet a square; all 
members please bring a 3.5mm 
or 4mm crochet hook with you; 
you can pick one up in a charity 
shop. Hostesses Eileen West and 
Debbie Saunders, raffle Jane 
Aslett. New members always 
welcome. Debbie Griggs 
 

Coastal Mowers and Plant 
Garden Machinery, Power Tools 

 & Small Plant 

Repairs – Service – Sales 

07867 368 508 01304 829224 

Unit 3, Honeywood House, 

Honeywood Road, Whitfield, Dover 

CT16 3EH 

Alkham Valley 
Tree Surgery 

Fully insured  
27 years’ experience 

01304 828164 



   

ALKHAM VILLAGE HALL – Excellent facilities, reasonable rates 
Please ring Shirley for information on 01304 828098 

Regular events in the village hall 

Tuesday Keep Fit 10.00 am to 11.30am  
Wednesday Valley Voices 7.30pm to 9.00pm 

Friday Pilates 10am to 11am 

Other events in the village hall 

Tuesday 9 W.I. meeting 7.30pm 

Thursday 25 Tea and a Chat 2.30pm to 4pm 

Tuesday 30 Film Night – The Quiet Girl 

CHURCH SERVICES 

Date Alkham Capel Hougham 

Sunday 7th Prayer 5.00 pm Eucharist 9.30 am Eucharist 11.00 am 

Saturday 13th  Fun, fellowship and food 3.00 – 5.00 pm 

Sunday 14th  Eucharist 9.30 am Worship 11.00 am Worship 11.00 am 

Sunday 21st    Worship 9.30 am Eucharist 9.30 am Eucharist 11.00 am 

Sunday 28th      Eucharist 9.30 am Evensong 6.00 pm Eucharist 11.00 am 

BUS TIMES To Dover 8.18,9.48,11.23,13.23,14.53,17.28: Sat: 9.48,11.18,13.18,15.28  

To Folkestone 9.09,10.39,12.09,14.09,16.09,18.09: Sat 10.39,12.09,14.09,16.09 
Assumed correct but check on www.stagecoachbus.com/timetables and 91 bus 

POLICE 999 or 101       NEWSLETTER brianwimsett@hotmail.com 
PARISH CLERK AND COUNCILLORS clerk@alkhamparishcouncil.org.uk 
HALL BOOKING Shirley Prince 828098   W.I. SECRETARY Janet Barrow 829585   

 VICAR Brian Williams 01303 243784  
 AVS joannawalker777@gmail.com 821641 alkhamvs.org   
 MP Natalie Elphicke 01304 379669:  KCC David Beaney 07818 024487 
DDC cllr-martin.hibbert@dover.gov.uk 07796444860.  
LOCAL SITES alkham.org  alkhamparishcouncil.org.uk 
alkhamvalleytraffic2@btinternet.com  

FROM THE VICARAGE - As I write, Christmas is still a fortnight 
away, and I’m focussed on Christmas cards and Carol Services. So 
being asked to write my column for the January Newsletter means 
having to change gear and think beyond Christmas Day to the New 
Year - a time when people look back over the past year. So, here’s 
my review of 2023. Looking back through my diary, the year began 
with what would become several goodbyes. Some I had known well; 
all of them, at the end, had been commended to God’s love and care. 
Then there were the baptisms of those who were starting out on 
life’s journey. And three weddings. In May not only did we mark the 
King’s coronation, but we also met Bishop Rose Hudson-Wilkin, the 
Bishop of Dover, when she paid a visit to our parish and chatted with 
us over tea. I attended quite a few meetings and spent hours on 
paperwork. And I realise that we still don’t have the money to 
restore the lychgate at Capel Old Church, attendance at services is 
still lower than before the pandemic, and we are struggling to pay 
what the Diocese asks us to contribute towards the cost of running 
the Parish… But then I remember that St John’s gospel tells of how, 
after Jesus had fed a crowd with loaves and fish, they went after him 
- until they realised what following him involved. They left – and 
when he asked his disciples if they were leaving too Peter answered 
him: “Lord, to whom can we go? You have the words of eternal life.” 
We might love our ancient church buildings, enjoy singing our 
favourite hymns and seeing friends. But in the end, it’s the words of 
eternal life that matter above all else. Brian Williams 
 

                              

 
 

 

 

            Local Watchmaker 
           Service & Repairs to all makes 

                  of vintage & modern timepieces. 
                Battery changes to full Servicing. 
              Also, Pocket Watches & Carriage Clocks. 
                            07986 424293  
        Email: chronoexserv@hotmail.com 
 Competitive rates for residents of Alkham Parish. 

 
 
  
  

Pilates + Classes @ Alkham Village Hall 

Friday mornings 10 to 11am 
£6pp Julie Watt, REPs qualified instructor 

Just turn up or phone 07825109670 

Email pilates.mbs@ gmail.com 

Whitfield Computer Services 
                        Lee Eversfield fdsc 

Hardware & software problems  Installations 
Upgrades  Repairs  Internet set-up 

Virus removal  General advice 
    No fix – No fee Tel: 01304 204227 Oap special rates 

E-Mail: lee.eversfield@btinternet.com 

OIL BOILER SERVICE Est 1987 
Friendly Family Service 

For routine service and emergency 
breakdowns contact 
P & V QUENBY LTD 

01227 760428 07768 594147 

Equinox Services 
For local Plumbing Services please call 

07543345716 for quotes, reasonable rates and 
reliable service AND for local friendly gardening, 

garden maintenance and building features. 

Please phone 07543345716 

 
EAST KENT PADDOCK MAINTENANCE 

Topping, Rolling, Harrowing, Spraying, 
Fertilizer spreading, Fence repair and 

erection, water tanks and piping. 

Tel. Nigel Peddle 01304 824004 or 
07810203324 

ANDY GEE - Gas Safe registered 
heating and plumbing engineer 
07807586902 or 01304 207378 

andygee1709@hotmail.com 

JODE’S CANDY CORNER 
Sweets for all occasions  
 find me on Facebook or 
    call 07834243797 

MIDLIFE MOVERS 
Over 40’s Fun Dance/Disco Class 

ALKHAM CLASS 
Fridays 5.30 – 6.30pm 

Alkham Village Hall 
No Need to book £3.50 

Wolverton Farm Fire Wood 
All our wood is seasoned and ready to burn! 
We have been in the community for 4 decades 
and selling wood for 2! Ton bags, small trailers, 
large trailers and mega loads, we do them all! 

We also sell kindling in large bags! 
Please get in touch. You can call us, text us or 
WhatsApp us: 07717303878 We are also on 

Instagram: wolvertonfarmfirewood. 

http://www.alkhamparishcouncil.org.uk/

