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BRIAN LUCKHURST – It is very sad 

to report the death of Brian 

Luckhurst who lived at South 

Alkham. His death was widely 

reported in the local press and the 

national dailies, such as the 

Telegraph and the Times, and 

Meridian Television carried a 

moving tribute to a great cricketer. 

He recently published his 

autobiography entitled ‘From 

Bootboy to President’, which 

summed up his life in cricket 

having started at Canterbury at the 

age of 15 and ending up as the 

President of the Kent County 

Cricket Club. At the start of the 

1970’s he played for England and 

opened the batting with Geoff 

Boycott against Australia and was a 

skilful player of spin. Deepest 

sympathy goes to his wife Raye 

and all the family….. and on 

Monday the 14th of March a service 

to remember and celebrate his life 

was held in St. Anthony’s church. 

The service would normally have 

been in Canterbury Cathedral but 

because of his attachment to 

Alkham he requested it be at St. 

Anthony’s. The church was full to 

capacity and the sound of the 

hymns from the 300 people was 

inspiring. Derek Underwood spoke 

of his friend and moving tributes 

were given by his three sons. 

THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
will be held in the village hall on the 

4th of April at 7.30pm. Everyone is 

welcome to come along and there 

will be a speaker who will talk about 

the effect of tourism on the local 

community and other issues. The talk 

will be supplemented with slides. 

FOOTBALL – Ken Hammond is starting 

football practice for 8 to 13 year old 

children on Tuesday evenings at 6.00pm 

starting on the 12th of April. It will be on 

the football pitch at the bottom of 

Vicarage Meadow and the Alkham Fund 

will be supplying the balls. There is also 

a new set of nets, which will be erected 

on the night and the usual tops are 

available. 

Alkham Court 
Farmhouse Bed & Breakfast 

Meggett Lane, South Alkham 
ETC: 4 diamonds 

 

Peaceful location overlooking the 
Alkham Valley 

 

Excellent facilities for family or business stays, 
short breaks, overnight and weddings. 

Web: www.alkhamcourt.co.uk 
Wendy Burrows Tel: 01303 892056 

 

CHEQUERS 
West Hougham 

 

Thai food restaurant 
Monday to Saturday 

 

Carvery 
12.00 to 4.00pm on Sundays 

 
Phone 01304 226776 

THE RECYCLING has now been going for 

a year so we decided to withdraw the 

money from the account. Ken and I had 

no idea how much we had earned and 

were amazed to receive a cheque made 

payable to the Alkham Fund for £261.16. 

We have collected 1.4t of cardboard, 4.4t 

of paper, 15 kg of foil, 544 kg of cans 

and 632 kg of plastic. The only expense 

(thanks to Billy Hollis) has been the 

plastic sacks of which we leave about 

100 a month at a cost of £2.60, making a 

total of £31 for the year. Thus £230 will 

be added to the Alkham Fund and with 

the money from the quizzes it now stands 

at £730. If anyone has a local project for 

which they would like some sponsorship, 

please let me know. (editor)  

Read a new book a month… are you 

up to the challenge? If you like reading a 

variety of books and would like to chat 

about what you have read with like 

minded friends, then what better than to 

join Alkham’s new book club? Meeting 

once a month starting April 27th 7.30pm 

at Chalksole Cottage (glass of wine 

almost obligatory), come along and find 

out more. Books and final meeting time 

will depend on who turns up! Email or 

phone Linda on 

lindagaskill@peoplepotential.fsnet.co.uk 

or 823100 if you would like to come. 

SPEED LIMITS - The Highway 

Authority has been in discussions with 

the police and they believe the latter are 

not against the imposition of speed 

limits along the Alkham Valley Road. 

When they get confirmation from the 

police they will put matters in train. 

The Parish Council has been pressing 

for a 40mph limit from South Alkham 

and a 50mph limit in general. 

RECYCLING will be on Thursday the 7th 

of April. 

PARISH CLERK – Sue Lees is retiring 

from the post of Parish Clerk and 

formal applications are now required 

from anyone who would like to take up 

this worthwhile job. There are Parish 

Council meetings every two months 

and occasional meetings in between. 

The post is salaried and if you would 

like further details please phone Sue on 

822661…. and as an incentive a 

cutting from the April 1847 edition of 

the Kentish Gazette told of the 

longevity of Parish Clerks. Mr Payne 

was ably performing his duties in his 

80th year at Folkestone; Mr White, the 

Alkham Clerk, lived to the age of 92; 
Mr Emery of Temple Ewell was still in 

good health at 84 and able to plant 

potatoes and toll the bell when old 

acquaintances died (I’ll have a word 

with Stan). 

MARQUIS OF GRANBY 
Wednesday Night Carvery £10.95 

(eat as much as you like) 
Thursday Night Steak Night Special 

16oz rib-eye £9.45 
8oz rib-eye £7.75 

Sunday Lunch Carvery £8.95 
Please book early 822945 

Brian Wimsett: The Old Post Office 

Slip Lane, Alkham CT15 7DE   

Telephone 01304 824969 
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112 London Road, Kearsney  

       Dover, CT16 3AB  

  Telephone  01304 827770 
                   and at 

1 Cliffe  Road,  Kingsdown, Deal  
  Tel .  01304  381622 

High Street, St. Margarets at Cliffe, Dover  
 Tel .  01304  852960 

 

 

SHORT LANE  
The houses at the top of Short 

Lane are owned by a housing 

trust and are provided for people 

with a local connection to 

Alkham. The following (which 

has been edited) was received 

from the Southern Housing 

Group, which owns the 

properties. 

Rural Housing Scheme - This 

Association is keen to ensure 

that we meet the conditions set 

out in the Section 106 

Agreement which was drawn up 

when the Scheme was 

developed. Applicants who meet 

the local connection criteria in 

the Agreement currently apply 

to the Housing Department at 

Dover District Council but there 

is a need to extend this and 

therefore local people can now 

also apply directly to Southern 

Housing Group. To assist in this 

process a form has been devised 

to go out with our housing 

application form for the 

applicant to provide full details 

of their connection with your 

village and surrounding 

parishes. To obtain forms 

applicants should contact our 

Service Centre on 08456 066 

366 from 8.0.a.m to 8.0.p.m. 

Monday to Friday. To ensure 

that all local people are aware of 

how and where to apply for all 

future vacancies I am producing 

some A4 adverts to place on 

your Parish Council notice 

board and these should be with 

you by April. The Group will 

then have a supply of suitably 

qualified applicants when a 

property becomes available for 

letting and this will help reduce 

previously experienced delays. 

 
 

W.I. - At the last meeting quite a 

few outings were discussed and it 

was agreed to have a day in 

Greenwich in September. Why we 

have left it later is Greenwich is 

extremely busy through the summer 

months. There is a lot going on there 

and every Saturday they have a big 

market, also boat trips up the 

Thames, walks by the river and the 

Greenwich museum and 

observatory. We will drop people 

off and they can do what they like. 

A half day in July probably to Great 

Dixter, lunch in a nearby pub! 

Names were taken for the lunch in 

May at Chartham Church. Anyone 

other than W.I members are 

welcome on any of these outings, 

ring Cherry 01303 255114 or see 

any member. The group meeting 

was finalised as it is Alkham’s turn 

to host this. The speaker was Mrs 

Wheal whose subject was "Tropical 

Fruits and Turtles". She had 

travelled through Costa Rica to the 

Gallipoli Islands, she showed some 

beautiful slides of flowers, tropical 

fruits and the scenery was amazing. 

She also had slides of the turtles 

when they come onto the sands to 

lay their eggs. Her commentary 

throughout was most interesting and 

her greatest thrill was when she 

arrived at the Gallipoli 

islands, which she had a few slides 

of. She was thanked by Debbie 

Griggs. Next month is "Country 

Dancing" with Mrs Watkinson 

which I am sure we will all join in! 

(Cherry Leppard) 

SEAT – The seat by the valley road 

just down from the bus stop is to be 

replaced with a new oak one. 

BEECH TREE – On Friday the 11th of 

March one of the few remaing beech 

trees around the Old Vicarage fell 

down onto Vicarage Meadow. I 

understand that the beech trees were 

planted around the Vicarage shortly 

after it was built in 1836. 

 

 

 
 Touring Caravan Park 

Alkham Village 

Telephone 

01304 206344  

DAVID HORNE 

LOCAL HANDYMAN 

For all your jobs no matter how small 

Gardening, Decorating, Rubbish Clearing etc. 
 

FAIR RATES FOR GOOD WORK 

Call 01304 203578 or  07984 886251 
 

JUNK MAIL & JUNK CALLS  
The Neighbourhood Watch News said to 

reduce or eliminate junk mail write to The 

Mailing Preference Service, Freepost 29 

LON20771, London W1E 7ZT; phone 

0845 703 4599; online at 

www.mpsonline.org.uk. For telephone 

calls contact The Telephone Preference 

Service, Freepost 29 LON20771, London 

W1E OZT; phone 0845 070 0707; online 

at www.tpsonline.org.uk. It may take 4 

months to reduce the mail and 28 days for 

phone calls.  

CLEAN NEIGHBOURHOODS  
There is a bill currently going through 

parliament which, if invoked, will give Parish 

Councils the authority to issue fixed penalties 

for litter, graffiti, fly posting and dog 

offences.  

MANY THANKS to Chris Harman for his 

financial donation to the Newsletter and 

also to Lucy McKenzie. 

GARDEN TALK – A big thank you to John 

and Hilary for hosting our February 

Garden Talk. Plenty of wine and nibbles, 

good company, what else could you ask 

for? The next meeting will be at Ian and 

Lucy’s home, the Old Vicarage on April 

15th at 7.30pm. New members welcome. 

(Rosemary & John Crothall) 

 

FARMER’S MARKET 
 

Capel-le-Ferne Village Hall 

each Tuesday 10am to 1pm.  

Local produce  
 

Phone 01303 245399 

 

http://www.mpsonline.org.uk/
http://www.tpsonline.org.uk/


 

 

 
KEARSNEY (01304) 823714   DOVER (01304)207099 

Y O U R  L O C A L  E S T A T E  A G E N T  

o f f e r i n g  D O U B L E  E X P O S U R E  
For your property 

From our offices at both  

12 KEARSNEY AVENUE, RIVER, DOVER 

AND 5 KING STREET, DOVER 
Discover for yourselves why Geering and Colyer 

deserve their reputation for customer care  
 

SURVEYORS * VALUERS * ESTATE AGENTS 
 

 

 
Geering & Colyer 

CH ITTENDEN ’ S  

F u n e r a l c a r e  
                                FOLKESTONE                                HYTHE 

1 Ingoldsby Road         Windmill Street 

                (01303) 851456             (01303) 262762 

Manager                  Manager 

Mr. Chris Daughters   Mr. Mike Hands 

Personal Service Always 

Private Chapels of Rest 
 Memorial Masonry  

 FUNERAL PRE-PAYMENT PLANS AVAILABLE  

UNDER THE PERSONAL SUPERVISION OF  

PHIL CHITTENDEN 

CHURCHYARD - Alkham is 

undoubtedly a place of great 

natural beauty. An important 

part of the village is the 

churchyard which as most 

people know is considered to be 

a conservation area due to rare 

grass growing there. That is the 

reason why the grass is only cut 

once a year, and the meadow 

flowers and wildlife, (wasps?) 

are to be encouraged. I am sure 

that most people are aware that 

the Church yard is maintained on 

behalf of the village now and in 

the future. There are regulations 

which we have to try to enforce 

to ensure the Church yard 

remains a place of natural beauty 

and also blends into the 

surroundings. This means that 

only natural materials are used 

for headstones, and that fashion 

and taste is not allowed to 

disfigure the harmony of the 

overall view. You should be 

aware that garden edging, 

chippings, or other ornaments 

are not permitted in the Church 

yard, and nothing should be 

placed on the graves without 

permission of the incumbent. If 

you are unsure of what is 

permissible, please speak to the 

wardens, and a copy of the 

regulations is displayed in 

Church. (Kevin Mepham) 

CHALKSOLE GREEN  
A second meeting was held in the 

Marquis of Granby regarding 

Chalksole Green. It was decided that 

there should be two ponds rather 

than one big one. The reason for this 

is that the smaller part of the pond is 

overhung by two very mature oak 

trees and these should be left 

untouched and as a result this pond 

will be shaded. The ash bough over 

the larger pond is to be removed 

together with other shading and this 

pond will be started first. It is yet to 

be decided whether it will be lined or 

puddled. The Parish Council have 

given approval for the committee to 

carry out the necessary works to 

reinstate the ponds and the green. 

 

 
 

OZ on 23/4 – The 23rd of April is a 

remarkable date that celebrates Saint 

George, the birth of William 

Shakespeare in 1564, and the deaths, 

in 1616, of both Shakespeare and 

Miguel Cervantes, the great Spanish 

author of Don Quixote. George, a 

Turkish soldier in the Roman Army 

of the 4th century AD, was a 

particular favourite of Emperor 

Diocletian. However, when 

Diocletian began persecuting 

Christians, George objected and was 

imprisoned, tortured, and beheaded, 

becoming one of the earliest 

martyrs. Diocletian’s wife became a 

Christian in sympathy and was in 

turn executed. George was 

canonized in 494 AD by Pope 

Gelasius, and soon became famous 

worldwide. In 1222, the Council of 

Oxford chose April 23rd as Saint 

George’s day. A measure of Saint 

George’s popularity is that he is 

patron saint not only of England but 

also of Aragon, archers, armourers, 

Boy Scouts, butchers, Catalonia, 

cavalry, chivalry, farmers, Ferrara, 

Genoa, Georgia, Germany, Greece, 

horse-riders, Istanbul, knights, 

lepers, Lithuania, Moscow, 

Palestinian Christians, plague, 

Portugal, saddle-makers, skin 

diseases, soldiers and Venice. 

Although Shakespeare definitely 

died on St George’s Day 1616, there 

is no record of his birth-date and so 

it is usually taken as April 23rd 1564, 

ie three days before his baptism. 

Shakespeare famously immortalised 

Saint George in Act III of King 
Henry V. Shakespeare and Cervantes 

died on the same date, but not on the 

same day.  Spain adopted the “New 

Style” Gregorian Calendar in 1582, 

while England stayed with the “Old 

Style” Julian calendar until 1752. In 

between, the Gregorian calendar was 

10 days ahead of the Julian calendar, 

so Shakespeare died on April 23rd 

1616 in the Julian calendar, ie May 

3rd 1616 in the Gregorian calendar. 

Incidentally, Cervantes’ Don 

Quixote, often called  “the first 

modern novel”, was published 400 

years ago, on January 16th 1605. 

(Steve Osborn) 

 

 

 

SLIDE – The play equipment on Vicarage 

Meadow has been inspected by Eric Cook 

with the result that the slide has been 

identified for replacement. The Parish 

Council are in favour of keeping it in its 

present location as safety matting won’t be 

required to the sides and quotes are being 

sought. The swings are all right but could do 

with a coat of paint, although it may be 

cheaper to replace the tubing.   

INTERESTED in joining a home group? 

Starting after Easter, Linda and Geoff Gaskill 

will begin a Monday evening group in their 

home, looking at bible readings and their 

relevance to everyday life. Beginning on 

April 25th at 7.30 – 9.30 pm, come along for 

fellowship, study and discussion, all are 

welcome. E mail 

lindagaskill@peoplepotential. Fsnet.co.uk or 

phone Linda on 823100 if you would like to 

come. 

 

FREDERIC HALL 
Solicitors 

York House, Folkestone 
01303 851185 

& Clyde House, Dover   
01304 202411 
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WHAT’S ON 

Regular events 

TUESDAY 
Art classes in VH  10  to 1 pm  

ring 01303 243115 for details 

WEDNESDAY 
Keep Fit 9.30 -10.30 am  

Wednesday club 10.30-11.30am 

THURSDAY 
Mobile Library Vicarage  

Meadow car park 9.25 - 9.50am  

FRIDAY Whist Drive at 7.30 pm  

Other events  
(VH= Village Hall and VM= Vicarage Meadow)  

Saturday 2 Bingo in village hall at 7.30pm 

Monday 4 
Annual Parish meeting in the 

village hall at 7.30pm 

Tuesday 12 W.I. in village hall 7.30 pm 

Wednesday 13 
Church AGM 7.30pm 

everyone welcome 

Monday 20 
D & D Bird Club in VH 

7.30pm 

Thursday 28 
Village Hall Committee 

8.00pm 
 

Day Alkham Capel Hougham 

Sunday 3rd  
Evensong 

6.30 p.m. 

Sung Eucharist 

9.30 a.m. 

Worshipping 

Together 11.00am 

Tuesday 5th  
 Healing service 

7.00 p.m. 

 

Sunday 10th 
Sung Eucharist 

9.30 a.m. 

Worshipping 

Together  

11.00am 

Songs of Praise 

village hall West 

Hougham 6.30pm 

Sunday 17th 
Worshipping 

Together 11.00am 

Evensong 

6.30pm 

Sung Eucharist 

9.30 a.m. 

Sunday 24th 
Joint Benefice Sung Eucharist 

St Radigund, Capel-le-Ferne 10.00 a.m. 

Weekday services:  Morning prayer is said at Capel Monday Friday at 8.30 am 

(except bank holidays). Evening prayer at Hougham on Wednesday at 5 pm. 

Eucharist at Capel every Thursday at 9.15 am followed by refreshments 

 
 

ST. ANTHONY'S CHURCH Annual General meeting will be held in the 

Village Hall on Wednesday 13th April at 7.30pm. when elections will take 

place to appoint Council members for the coming year. Please come along 

to support us and to raise any comments or concerns you may have about 

the Church in Alkham.  

(Grace Stacey and Richard Tapsell. Church Wardens) 

 

 

ALKHAM VALLEY ROAD - A programme of works is planned for the Valley Road. Some of the existing signs will be replaced and extra 

ones added where necessary. The skid resistance of the road surface at Chilton is to be improved and other similar works carried out 

mainly between Wolverton and Bushey Ruff. 

TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
Police –  999 phone & 01303 850055 

Neighbourhood Watch 218151/218130 

Community Warden 07977 981994 

Village Hall booking 

Rosemary Polden 824876 

Alkham Valley Society secretary 

Gwyn Prosser M.P.      01304 214484 
GP out of hours to access urgent 

medical help 0844 800 1234 

Joanna Walker 821641 

W.I. Betty Neely 01303 251475 

County Councillor, Bryan Cope 

207976, work number   01795532547 

Newsletter, Brian Wimsett     824969  

e mail brianwimsett@hotmail.com 

Vicar    Kevin Mepham   01303 244119 

Church Wardens  - Richard Tapsell 

District Councillors       

Sue Nicholas 823956  

Andrew Richardson 211835 

Parish Clerk, Susan Lees 822661  

susan@susanlees.freeserve.co.uk 

822295  and Grace Stacey 822756 

Alkham web site   www.alkham.org 
 

L O C A L  B U S I N E S S E S  &  S E R V I C E S  

ACCOUNTANCY John Garlinge Accountancy, taxation, book keeping services St. Margaret’s 852252 

ALKHAM MEADOWS Touring Caravan Park – Next to Garden Centre Alkham Valley Road                 206344 

ARBORICULTURE Alkham Valley Tree Surgery: Planning, planting, maintenance  removal Wolverton      824853 & 07973 501390 

BUILDING WORK E R Woodruff carpentry and joinery, decorating, maintenance Swanbourne, Wolverton            824991 

CAT & DOG GROOMING Canine beauticians, dogs and cats groomed, Newcastle House Ewell Minnis                            822902 

CLEANING SERVICES John Hoy domestic/commercial carpet and upholstery cleaning Ewell Minnis  828007 & 07889310479 

CURTAINS & BLINDS Curtains and blinds made to your specification Alkham Valley               01303 891806 

ELECTRICAL Simon Price electricians & computer installation, Megget Farm  South Alkham                01303 252764 

ENVIRONMENTAL J H Ullmann Environmental contractors, Malmains Farm  Alkham                   202004 or 822888 

EQUESTRIAN Hogbrook Equestrian Centre Livery yard, instruction, hacking Hogbrook Lane, Alkham           827644 

EQUESTRIAN SUPPLIES Alkham Valley Garden Centre – everything for horse and rider South Alkham                         01303 891996 

GARDEN CENTRE Alkham Valley Garden Centre with gift shop and pet supplies South Alkham                         01303 893351 

KENNELS  Alkhamhurst Kennels dogs, cats & unusual boarded. All pet needs  Alkham Valley Rd, Wolverton        822420 

LIVERY Greenhill livery yard Do it yourself and grass liveries Megget Lane, South Alkham        01303 892056 

POST OFFICE Southdown Stores groceries, videos, fruit/veg, off licence, freshbread/milk London rd, Temple Ewell              827100 

SCHOOL Capel-le-Ferne school Your local primary school; free bus from Alkham Capel Street, Capel-le-Ferne  01303 251353 
 

mailto:brian@alkham50.freeserve.co.uk
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ANNUAL PARISH MEETING There were 

only 14 people at the meeting, 

including the Parish Councillors and 

County Councillor, but this didn’t 

stop it from being a forum for lively 

discussion. Neil Burrows gave his 

Chairman’s report and Bryan Cope 

spoke for KCC. Bryan said that 

there were now 100 Community 

Wardens in Kent and there was a 

perception that young people 

generally caused trouble but of the 

Anti Social Behaviour Orders, 

which were issued in Kent, two 

were to people over 70 and one to 

an under 15. Other items were: 

TEEN SHELTER – County Councillor 

Bryan Cope said that he was 

disappointed that there wasn’t a 

Teen Shelter in Alkham. It was 

pointed out that the Parish had 

intended to provide a shelter but 

when the youngsters were asked to 

help erect it no volunteers came 

forward. It is probable that a lot of 

the youngsters don’t read the 

Newsletter and therefore may have 

been unaware that their help was 

needed, so if you are a parent and 

would like to see a Teen Shelter in 

Alkham please contact the Parish 

Clerk on 822661 and let her know 

that your son or daughter would like 

to help.  

COUNTY LENGHTSMAN 

Lovely title which is another name 

for a quick response highway team 

to be introduced by KCC to deal 

with potholes and the like. The 

reporting procedure will be the 

same as usual but I’m not too sure 

what this will be as the local 

highway authorities are being 

reorganised. For the time being, it 

would be best to phone DDC. 

SIGNING - At the Parish Meeting 

mention was made of the perceived 

lack of road signing around Alkham 

and neighbouring areas. If you feel 

this is the case and would like to see 
more, please contact the Parish 

Clerk on 822661 and she will pass 

your comments on to the Highway 

Authority. 

FETE STALLHOLDERS’ MEETING - 
Everyone who either is presently or 

would like to be involved in this 

year’s Fete (9th July - put it in your 

diaries now!) is invited to the 

stallholders’ meeting on the 26th May 

2005 at 8 pm in the Village Hall. 

This is the meeting where we check 

that everything is organised (we 

hope) and sort out who is doing what 

on the day. If you have been 

frightened to come before because 

you think that we’re scary please be 

brave, turn up and lend a hand – I 

can guarantee you’ll enjoy yourself 

and it’s an ideal opportunity for 

anyone who has only recently joined 

the Village (especially if your names 

are Rob or Jo), or has not previously 

been involved in the Fete, to come 

and get play a part, or call me on 

01303 892082 and let me know 

you’re interested! Details of stall 

holders, competitions, etc. will be in 

June’s Newsletter. (Paul Tapsell) 

FOOTBALL – The first two weeks of 

football practice for 8 to 13 year olds 

were very successful with a good 

crowd of youngsters turning up. In 

addition, two of the young mothers 

have volunteered to help Ken 

Hammond, which is great news. I 

understand that Ken let in at least 14 

goals on the second week much to 

the delight of the all the players. 

PAINTINGS FOR SALE every 

Tuesday at the Art Workshop in the 

village hall from 10.00am to 1pm. 

Do come along and see what the 

local artists have to offer. 

ALKHAM RECYCLING – The next 

collection will be on Thursday the 5th 

of May. 

AIR AMBULANCE   
The combined coffee morning, 

evening quiz and Easter egg raffle 

made a profit of over £400, which 

has been donated to the Kent Air 

Ambulance. Thanks go to all the 

people who supported the events and 

also thanks must go to the Polden 

and Lott families for organising 

everything for such a worthwhile 

cause. 

 

Alkham Court 
Farmhouse Bed & Breakfast 

Meggett Lane, South Alkham 
ETC: 4 diamonds 

 

Peaceful location overlooking the 
Alkham Valley 

 

Excellent facilities for family or business stays, 
short breaks, overnight and weddings. 

Web: www.alkhamcourt.co.uk 
Wendy Burrows Tel: 01303 892056 

ALKHAM VILLAGE FETE bric-a-brac 
stall - Will you all please remember our 

stall when you are spring cleaning or 

clearing out ready to move. We pride 

ourselves on presenting quite a good 

display of goods and welcome any 

unwanted gifts etc and other saleable 

items. We are happy to collect from you. 

Thank you. (Irene Barnard) 

THANKS – In last month’s Newsletter 

there should have been a ‘thank you’ to 

John Ullmann for allowing his field to 

the west of the village to be used as a car 

park for people attending Brian 

Luckhurst’s funeral. The gesture was 

greatly appreciated. 

THANKS also go to Peter Davis, the Tree 

Warden, for removing the large bough to 

the ash tree overhanging the larger pond 

at Chalksole Green.  

HOUGHAM FETE – Hougham will be 

holding their Village Fayre on Monday 

the 30th of May starting at 1pm. 

HOUSE DEEDS - I would like the people 

who offered to lend me their deeds to 

contact me once again because I’ve 

mislaid the original details. The deeds 

that have already been lent are very 

interesting and have added to the history 

of Alkham. (Sue Lees 822661) 

 

Brian Wimsett: The Old Post Office 

Slip Lane, Alkham CT15 7DE   
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1 Cliffe  Road,  Kingsdown, Deal  
  Tel .  01304  381622 

High Street, St. Margarets at Cliffe, Dover  
 Tel .  01304  852960 

 

 

OPEN-AIR DRAMA W.I.  
‘This is Our Story’ - An open-

air dramatic presentation of 

scenes from Dorothy L Sayers’ 

‘Man Born to be King’ takes 

place on Saturday May 21st in 

the Eythorne Benefice – moving 

to each of the four villages 

throughout the day. 11.30 am: 

Barfrestone sees the Wedding at 

Cana and the Healing of the 

Nobleman’s Son. 1.30 pm: 

Feeding of the Five Thousand 

with an invitation to bring a 

packed lunch or picnic and be 

part of it all! 4 pm: 

Shepherdswell Green sees the 

drama of the Last Supper and 

the Crucifixion. 6 pm: Eythorne 

Church Field for the 

Resurrection and Breakfast on 

the Beach. A Barbecue to which 

all are invited then rounds off 

the day! Visitors are encouraged 

to bring rug, chair or cushion 

(indoors if wet).Locations will 

be signed off the A2 west of 

Lydden.   

GARDEN TALK - We had an 

enjoyable evening at the home 

of Lucy and Ian.  The theme for 

the evening was "Lucy's Pond" 

and what to put in it now that it 

is up and running.  Those of us 

with a bit more refinement 

offered suggestions such as 

marginal plants and lilies, to the 

slightly more ridiculous, some 

would say tacky, gnome with a 

fishing rod, wind-up frog and 

plastic water lilies for year 

round colour.  This person shall 

remain anonymous! We would 

all like to give a big thank you 

to Rosemary who took over the 

reins from Susannah and has 

now passed them over to me, 

(Devina). Next meeting is on 

Friday 20th May and will 

hopefully be at Elwin End's 

garden centre at River.  Any 

queries, give me a ring on 

827548. (Devina) 

W.I. - Twenty-five members 

attended the last W.I meeting in 

April and Susannah, our president, 

went through the business and gave 

an account of the annual council 

meeting at Margate. Two birthday 

parties from the link institutes were 

attended and thoroughly enjoyed by 

those members who went. A rose 

bush and card signed by everyone 

were given to Rosemary Crothall 

and of course husband John who, 

after living in Alkham for 40 years, 

have moved to Barham to be nearer 

their daughters. Rosemary has been 

a member of the W.I for longer than 

I dare print!! and was also involved 

a lot in village life. She assures us 

she will still come to our W.I so we 

will not lose her altogether. The 

outings were again discussed and 

arrangements in hand. A trip to 

Great Dixter and lunch at a nearby 

pub first was decided for 

Wednesday 27th July - would like 

some more names please to warrant 

hiring a coach. All welcome. It is 

the resolution meeting in May so we 

have no speaker but Debbie and 

Mandy, the programme organisers, 

will have a meeting so members are 

encouraged to take ideas along to 

the May meeting for speakers for 

next year. The speaker or 

demonstrator was Mrs Watkinson 

who took us "Country Dancing". It 

was great fun as she taught us about 

half a dozen dances. Some knew 

exactly what they were doing while 

others, well, some got partners 

muddled up others just lost partners! 

To those looking on it was hilarious. 

She was thanked by Pam Sayers. 

Next meeting Tuesday 10th May at 

7.30pm in the village hall. 

BIKE RIDE – On the 11th of June Ken 

Hammond and myself are going to do 

the Essex Castle Bike Ride (Ken chose 

to do the 75-mile course). It is in aid of 

the British Heart Foundation and if 

you’d like to sponsor us then please 

ring me on 824969. (editor) 

CHALKSOLE COMMON Preliminary 

work continues at the common and 

it is hoped that the larger pond 

nearer the road can be puddled in 

September. The next meeting will 

be in the Marquis of Granby on the 
10th of May at 7.30pm if you’d like 

to go along.  

 

Alkham Valley 
Meadows 

 Touring Caravan Park 

Alkham Village 

Telephone 

01304 206344  

DAVID HORNE 

LOCAL HANDYMAN 

For all your jobs no matter how small 

Gardening, Decorating, Rubbish Clearing etc. 
 

FAIR RATES FOR GOOD WORK 

Call 01304 203578 or  07984 886251 

SPEED – Evidently, if you drive in third 

gear in a 30mph limit you will use less 

fuel and cause less pollution than if you 

are driving in 4th or 5th gear. According to 

the Institute of Advanced Motorists, the 

throttle opening has to be wider when 

driving in a high gear as the car is less 

responsive than when you are driving in 

the more flexible and responsive third 

gear. It sometimes may sound as though 

you are using more petrol but evidently 

this is not the case. The great advantage of 

driving in third gear is that you won’t 

have to keep checking your speedometer 

to make sure that you are obeying the 

speed limit.  

KENT DOWNS – The Kent Downs Area of 

Outstanding Natural Beauty covers a 

quarter of the county of Kent and runs 

from Bromley in the west, through 

Alkham, to St. Margarets in the east. It is 

like a National Park but it is administered 

by the local authorities. Sarah Loftus, 

Tourism Officer for the Kent Downs 

AONB, gave a talk at the Annual Parish 

Meeting and in the talk, she said that 

sustainable tourism was going to be 

encouraged and one project was to 

encourage the use of trains “take the train 

to explore the Downs”. Two excellent 

publications were handed out. 

 

FARMER’S MARKET 
Capel-le-Ferne Village Hall 

each Tuesday 10am to 1pm.  

Local produce  

Phone 01303 245399 

 



 

 

 
KEARSNEY (01304) 823714   DOVER (01304)207099 

Y O U R  L O C A L  E S T A T E  A G E N T  

o f f e r i n g  D O U B L E  E X P O S U R E  
For your property 

From our offices at both  

12 KEARSNEY AVENUE, RIVER, DOVER 

AND 5 KING STREET, DOVER 
Discover for yourselves why Geering and Colyer 

deserve their reputation for customer care  
 

SURVEYORS * VALUERS * ESTATE AGENTS 
 

 

 
Geering & Colyer 
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                                FOLKESTONE                                HYTHE 

1 Ingoldsby Road         Windmill Street 

                (01303) 851456             (01303) 262762 

Manager                  Manager 

Mr. Chris Daughters   Mr. Mike Hands 

Personal Service Always 

Private Chapels of Rest 
 Memorial Masonry  

 FUNERAL PRE-PAYMENT PLANS AVAILABLE  

UNDER THE PERSONAL SUPERVISION OF  

PHIL CHITTENDEN 

However, the excitement of the 

new season is tinged with 

sadness for all, following the 

recent loss of Brian Luckhurst - a 

great supporter of the club over 

the years and an inspiration to 

anyone who has ever picked up a 

bat or ball. Members will always 

treasure Brian and Raye's 

attendance as guests of honour at 

the club's annual dinner and 

awards night at the Marquis of 

Granby in November, and 

discussions are under way at the 

club to find a fitting way to 

honour Brian beyond the one 

minute's silence planned for the 

opening match against River. 

The club enters the season with a 

sponsor - Chunnel Group of 

Lydden - thanks to the generosity 

and support of the village's John 

Huggins and his family. As a 

result, brand new shirts bear the 

Chunnel logo – and each player 

also has his name and year of 

debut embroidered on the shirt. 

So "Alky" - as the team is known 

locally - looks the part. Now they 

hope to live up to the image with 

an improved record over last 

season - although that should not 

be impossible due to the lack of 

victories in 2004! The first few 

fixtures of the 22 scheduled for 

the season - subject, of course, to 

the weather - are: April 24, home 

to River Woodpeckers; May 1, 

home to Courtstairs; May 8, 

away to Shepherdswell; May 15, 

home to Old Hartsdonians; May 

22, away to River Woodpeckers; 

May 29, home to Phil Rowley 

XI. The season runs until a final 

match at home on September 11, 

and includes a two-match tour to 

the Brighton area in mid-June 

plus the annual August Bank 

Holiday fixture against club 

President Mark Loveday's 

"Harrington Hackers" at Alkham 

on August 28. Supporters are 

very welcome at all games - and 

let's face it, even if you are not a 

cricket enthusiast, what could be 

more pleasant or traditional than 

relaxing in the sunshine on a lazy 

summer afternoon at The 
Meadow in Alkham?  

(Peter Frater) 

 

 

OZ on DICTIONARIES  April 15th 

marked the 250th birthday of Samuel 

Johnson’s great Dictionary of the 

English Language. It is difficult 

now, surrounded by instant 

information from the internet and 

hand-held hardware, to imagine life 

without dictionaries and to 

appreciate the task of compiling 

them. Dictionaries began when 

mediaeval scholars wrote 

explanations, called ‘glosses’, in the 

margins of texts. Glosses were often 

collected alphabetically and 

published as ‘glossaries’. The 17th 

century saw many competing 

English dictionaries that 

concentrated mainly on difficult 

words. By the 18th century, the 

nation needed a comprehensive 

national dictionary comparable with 

those completed by Italy in 1612 

and France in 1700. In 1746 Robert 

Dodsley and others negotiated a 

contract with Johnson to write a 

dictionary, which he commenced in 

1747 after providing a plan and 

dedication to Lord Chesterfield. The 

plan was huge, matching those of 

the Italian and French academies, 

and Johnson achieved it over the 

next eight years by the efforts of 

himself and six poorly-paid 

assistants. He defined over 40,000 

words, and, in a revolutionary step 

for dictionary-makers, used over 

114,000 quotations from literature 

to justify definitions and illustrate 

usage. The Dictionary was 

published five times in Johnson’s 

lifetime, and was such a success that 

all talk of setting up an English 

Academy faded. It remained 

unchallenged until the arrival of 

Webster’s American Dictionary of 

the English Language in 1828 and 

The Oxford English Dictionary 
between 1884 and 1928, both using 

Johnson’s idea of illustrative 

quotations. A notable omission from 

Johnson’s Dictionary is due to the 

fact that Johnson thought that there 

were “no words beginning with ‘X’ 

in genuine English”. This view was 

shared by the American writer 

Ambrose Bierce, who declared in 

The Devil’s Dictionary (1911) that 

“words beginning with ‘X’ are 

Grecian and will not be defined.” 

(Steve Osborn) 

 

 

ALKHAM CRICKET CLUB'S preparations for 

the new season have been in full swing for 

some time and include the acquisition of a 

sponsor and the purchase of smart new 

Alkham CC shirts and caps. Enthusiastic 

team members have been attending weekly 

indoor net practice at the St Lawrence 

Ground at Canterbury for the last two months 

in readiness for the first match, which was 

scheduled for April 24 at home to River 

Woodpeckers. While the club clearly missed 

the experienced Dennis Barnard last season, 

he has not been lost to the club, for he 

attended several net sessions in a coaching 

capacity and will remain linked to the club. 

Meanwhile, the Meadow's grass has been 

cut, Paul and Richard Tapsell have been 

working hard to prepare the wicket, and 

helpers were encouraged to assist with 

tidying up the dyke and surrounding area. 

Last season's promising youngsters (and the 

less promising oldsters!) have remained loyal 

to the club so the 2004 regulars are all 

available again in 2005 (cont’d) 

FREDERIC HALL 
Solicitors 

York House, Folkestone 
01303 851185 

& Clyde House, Dover   
01304 202411 

 

 



WHAT’’S ON – Regular events in the village 

Tuesday Art classes in the village hall from 10 am to 1 pm. Ring 01303 243115 for further details 

Wednesday Keep Fit in the village hall from 9.30 am to 10.30 am – Wednesday Club from 10.30 am to 11.30 am 

Thursday Mobile Library stops at the car parks by the village hall from 9.25 am to 9.50 am  

Friday Whist Drive in the village hall starting at 7.30 pm 

 WHAT’’S ON – Other events in the village 

 Sunday 1 Alkham Cricket Club versus Courtstairs on Vicarage Meadow in the afternoon 

 Thursday 5 Voting in the village hall from 6.00am to 10.15pm for national and local elections 

 Saturday 7 Bingo in the village hall starting at 7.30pm 

 Monday 9 Parish Council meeting in the village hall at 7.30pm – everyone is welcome to come along 

 Thursday 12 Cricket Club AGM in the village hall at 8.00pm 

 Saturday 14 W.I. jumble sale in the village hall starting at 11.00am 

 Sunday 15 Alkham Cricket Club versus Old Hartsdonians on Vicarage Meadow in the afternoon 

 Monday 16  Dover & District Bird Club in the village hall 7.30pm 

 Thursday 26 Fete stall holders meeting in the village hall at 8.00pm 

 Sunday 29 Alkham Cricket Club versus Phil Rowley XI on Vicarage Meadow in the afternoon 

 CHURCH SERVICES  

Day Alkham Capel Hougham Weekday 

Services:  

Morning Prayer, 

Capel: Monday-

Friday at 8.30 am 

(except Bank 

Holidays). 

Evening Prayer, 

Hougham - 

Wednesdays at  

5 pm. Eucharist, 

Capel  Thursdays  

at 9.15 am 

Sunday 1st Evensong 6.30 pm Sung Eucharist 9.30 a.m. Worshipping together 11.00 am 

Tuesday 3rd  Healing Service 7.00 p.m.  

Thursday 5th 

Ascension Day 

Said Eucharist St Radigund, Capel 9.15 a.m. 

Joint Benefice Sung Eucharist St Anthony, Alkham 7.30 p.m. 

Sunday 8th Sung Eucharist 9.30 a.m. Worshipping together 11.00 am 
Songs of Praise Village Hall 

West Hougham 6.30 p.m. 

Sunday 15th Worshipping together 11.00 am Sung Evensong 6.30 p.m. Sung Eucharist 9.30 a.m. 

Sunday 22nd 

Trinity Sunday 

Joint Benefice Sung Eucharist St Lawrence, Hougham 10.00 am 

Service at St Radigund’s Abbey, Dover – time to be advised 

Sunday 29th Sung Eucharist 9.30 a.m. Worshipping together 11.00 am Evensong 6.30 p.m. 

  

TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

Police –  999 phone & 01303 850055 

Neighbourhood Watch 218151/218130 

Community Warden 07977 981994 

Village Hall booking 

Rosemary Polden 824876 

Alkham Valley Society secretary 

Gwyn Prosser M.P.      01304 214484 
GP out of hours to access urgent 

medical help 0844 800 1234 

Joanna Walker 821641 

W.I. Betty Neely 01303 251475 

County Councillor, Bryan Cope 

207976, work number   01795532547 

Newsletter, Brian Wimsett     824969  

e mail brianwimsett@hotmail.com 

Vicar    Kevin Mepham   01303 244119 

Church Wardens  - Richard Tapsell 

District Councillors       

Sue Nicholas 823956  

Andrew Richardson 211835 

Parish Clerk, Susan Lees 822661  

susan@susanlees.freeserve.co.uk 

822295  and Grace Stacey 822756 

Alkham web site   www.alkham.org 

 
L O C A L  B U S I N E S S E S  A N D  S E R V I C E S  

ACCOUNTANCY John Garlinge Accountancy, taxation, book keeping services St. Margaret’s                            852252 

ALKHAM MEADOWS Touring Caravan Park – Next to Garden Centre Alkham Valley Road                 206344 

ARBORICULTURE Alkham Valley Tree Surgery: Planning, planting, maintenance  removal Wolverton     824853 & 07973 501390 

BUILDING WORK E R Woodruff carpentry and joinery, decorating, maintenance Swanbourne, Wolverton           824991 

CAT & DOG GROOMING Canine beauticians, dogs and cats groomed, Newcastle House Ewell Minnis                            822902 

CLEANING SERVICES John Hoy domestic/commercial carpet and upholstery cleaning Ewell Minnis  828007 & 07889310479 

CURTAINS & BLINDS Curtains and blinds made to your specification Alkham Valley               01303 891806 

ELECTRICAL Simon Price electricians & computer installation, Megget Farm  South Alkham                01303 252764 

ENVIRONMENTAL J H Ullmann Environmental contractors, Malmains Farm  Alkham                   202004 or 822888 

EQUESTRIAN Hogbrook Equestrian Centre Livery yard, instruction, hacking Hogbrook Lane, Alkham          827644 

EQUESTRIAN SUPPLIES Alkham Valley Garden Centre – everything for horse and rider South Alkham                         01303 891996 

GARDEN CENTRE Alkham Valley Garden Centre with gift shop and pet supplies South Alkham                         01303 893351 

KENNELS  Alkhamhurst Kennels dogs, cats & unusual boarded. All pet needs  Alkham Valley Rd, Wolverton       822420 

LIVERY Greenhill livery yard Do it yourself and grass liveries Megget Lane, South Alkham       01303 892056 

POST OFFICE Southdown Stores groceries, videos, fruit/veg, off licence, freshbread/milk London rd, Temple Ewell             827100 

SCHOOL Capel-le-Ferne school Your local primary school; free bus from Alkham Capel Street, Capel-le-Ferne 01303 251353 
 

 

mailto:brian@alkham50.freeserve.co.uk


























 

Computer & Software Services 
 

For all your PC computer support needs from 
hardware and software installation through to 

network design and support. 
 

Reasonable Call out rates. Large projects by 
quotation. 

 

With over 30 years experience your problem  
can be solved. 

 

Tel: 07092 269872    Fax: 07092 270429 
 

Email:  
Martin.Heddle@Computer-and-software-services.co.uk 

BUS STOP – A meeting was held with 

the relevant authority regarding a bus 

stop on the Newlyns Meadow side of 

the village. It was quite positive and 

they said that a bus stop could be put 

between the paths which run from the 

back of the village hall and the other 

which accesses Newlyns Meadow. 

They were also willing to provide a 

wooden shelter and suggested that 

another bus stop be put on the other side 

of the road near the telephone box. The 

Parish Council will discuss the matter at 

the next meeting. 

A BARN DANCE and American Supper 

in aid of Alkham Christmas tree lights 

will be held in the village hall on the 

17th of September starting at 7.30pm. 

Tickets costing £3.50 are on sale now 

from Anne Huggins or Mark Robson, 

telephone 820459. 

PARISH CLERK - The post for the 

position of Parish Clerk was advertised 

in the local papers covering the East 

Kent area. As a result there were a 

number of enquiries, which resulted in 6 

people sending in their CV’s. The 

interviews are scheduled to take place in 

the village hall on the 24th of August in 

front of members of the Parish Council. 

Alkham Court 
Farmhouse Bed & Breakfast 

Meggett Lane, South Alkham 
ETC: 4 diamonds 

 

Peaceful location overlooking the 
Alkham Valley 

 

Excellent facilities for family or business stays, 
short breaks, overnight and weddings. 

Web: www.alkhamcourt.co.uk 
Wendy Burrows Tel: 01303 892056 

OSCAR PET FOODS 
FREE Home Delivery 

FREE Nutritional Advice 

FREE Meal for your Dog 
 

We have a large range of foods and 

accessories for both Cats and Dogs. 
 

25k Wild Bird Seed £13 

                            25k Peanuts £22 

01303 862200 
Oscar a Friendly franchise 

 
THE REPLACEMENT SEAT by the corner 

of the Valley Road and Hogbrook Lane is 

now in place thanks to Luke, Christopher 

and Matthew Hyland who can be seen in 

the above picture. 

FETE - The total amount raised at this 

year’s fete was £3150 and after expenses 

were deducted the final figure was £2100. 

The village hall and the church were 

given £1000 each and small donations 

were made to other organisations. Paul 

Tapsell would like to thank the fete 

committee for all their hard work. 

THE SPEED LIMITS proposed along the 

Alkham Valley Road, and now 

published as an order, are as shown on 

the adjacent plan. From the 30mph 

limit at Kearsney there will be a 50mph 

limit to about 500 metres before 

Wolverton Hill where a 40mph limit 

will start and continue to the existing 

30mph limit through the village. There 

will then be a 40mph limit from the 

village to South Alkham, finishing after 

the bend by Hopton Manor/Upton 

Farm. From here there is a 50mph 

speed limit which ends about 300 

metres past the sharp bend at 

Drellingore. In addition there will be 

short pieces of red anti skid surfacing 

with ‘Slow’ marking at the approach to 

the Lower Standen junction (by the 

paving slab makers), the bend at 

Drellingore and either side of the Upton 

Farm bend. At Meggett Lane and the 

Wolverton Hill junction the same 

applies except the road will be covered 

in yellow skid resistant surfacing. 

There will off course be repeater signs 

to enforce the speed limits. The 

exhibition held by the Highways 

Department in the village hall on the 

12th and 13th of August was well 

attended with over 100 people turning 

up to look at the plans. Most of the 

comments were positive. 

N J CREED Plumbing & Heating 
Corgi Registered 

 

Gas servicing, Boiler Maintenance, 
Plumbing, Central Heating installations, LPG 

 

10 Chance Meadow, Guston, Dover 

01304 205678 & 07855771095 

 

Brian Wimsett: The Old Post Office 

Slip Lane, Alkham CT15 7DE   

Telephone 01304 824969 
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MARSHALL & CLARKE 
PROPERTY AGENTS AND VALUERS 

 

112 London Road, Kearsney 

Dover, CT16 3AB  
Telephone  01304 827770  

and at 

1  Clif fe  Road,  Kingsdown,  Deal  
Tel .  01304  381622  

High Street, St. Margarets at Cliffe, Dover 
 Tel .  01304  852960  

 

COMMUNITY PATHS PROJECT 

grants are available for rights of 

way improvements. Do you know 

of any local paths that are popular 

but could be made easier to use? 

By improving short sections of 

some paths it would open up 

more of Kent's countryside for the 

enjoyment of everyone, from dog 

walkers to the disabled. It's not 

just people with specific mobility 

needs that are affected, but their 

friends and family if they are 

unable to enjoy access to the 

countryside together. That's why 

the Community Paths Project 

offers grants to improve public 

rights of way. Sometimes, small 

improvements can make a big 

difference to everyone. The 

typical amount is up to £1,000 but 

larger grants are available for 

projects with a lot of benefits and 

you will be given help to organise 

your project if you need it. Many 

applications have already been 

received this year but there is 

currently still some funding 

available. If you would like to 

apply for a grant, or to talk about 

how the scheme can help you, 

please contact Ben Collins, at 

East Kent - Public Rights of Way, 
Mezzanine Floor, Maybrook 

House, New Street, Dover 

CT179AJ, telephone  216307 or  
benjamin.collins@kent.gov.uk  

GARDEN TALK - Our thanks go to 

John and Sue Garlinge who 

hosted a very pleasant evening at 

their home in St Margaret's 

Bay.  The quiz was quite a tough 

one and Sue was an even tougher 

adjudicator! The next meeting 

will be at the home of Helen 

Scopes, The Willows on 

Wednesday 21st September at 

7.30 pm.  (Devina Bartlett) 

CHANNEL TUNNEL RAIL LINK - Dover 

District Council has written to the 

Parish Council regarding domestic 

services over the Channel Tunnel Rail 

Link (CTRL-DS). It has long been the 

intention that the new domestic service 

will run to Ramsgate, Canterbury and 

Folkestone but there is considerable 

uncertainty over whether it will run to 

Dover. As a consequence of extensive 

lobbying Dover has been shown as a 

provisional destination subject to the 

resolution of the safety problems (in 

the event of evacuation being necessary 

- of running the new trains through 

Shakespeare Tunnels). DDC said they 

would be very grateful if the Parish 

Council would write to those 

concerned impressing on them the 

importance to the parish of Dover 

being connected to the CTRL-DS. If 

anyone else has a strong opinion they 

should write to Mr. R. Jones, 

Divisional Manager, Rail Franchise 

Specification, Department for 

Transport, 3/33 Great Minster House, 

76 Marsham Street, London 

SW1P4DR. 

GET CLUED - An email was sent to 

parish councils to inform them of a 

recently launched website aimed at 

helping people avoid rip-off tradesmen. 

It is a free service which allows people 

to read and write reviews of tradesmen 

they have hired and also provides 

useful information and advice on hiring 

and resolving disputes with businesses. 

Although launched just recently, the 

site has over 1000 registered members 

who have submitted reviews of 

hundreds of businesses in total. People 

are also benefiting by being able to find 

out from customers the service 

standards of tradesmen in their local 

area and the prices they charge. The 

WEB site is www.getclued.com.  

(Kevin Anderson - GetClued.com) 

  

Alkham 
Valley 
Garden 
Centre 

 

Phone 
01303 
893351 

 

For all your 

gardening 

needs 
 

Tuesdays over 60 

Club  

10% off 

THE HARVEST SUPPER Will be held in 

village hall on Monday the 26th September, 

7.00 for 7.30pm. Tickets cost £5 and are 

available from Betty Neely on 01303 

251756. 

DANCE - On the 29th of October a dance 

will be held in the village hall with all 

proceeds going to the Ghurkha Welfare 

Fund. More details will be printed next 

month.  

NEWSLETTER - The financial year starts 

again for the Newsletter and I’m pleased to 

say that last year it just about broke even. 

The revenue from adverts and donations 

was £462 and expenditure was £473. There 

is a healthy reserve so the slight overspend 

is no problem. Each month 340 copies are 

made at the Rainbow Centre at a cost of 

£31. Generally, 19 copies are posted at a 

cost of about £3.80 and £2.00 is claimed 

for petrol making a total of about £37 per 

month. Two months cost £20 more because 

of printing difficulties, which the Rainbow 

Centre kindly resolved. 

FARMER’S MARKET 
Capel-le-Ferne Village Hall  

each Tuesday 10am to 1pm 

Local produce  

Phone 01303 245399 

WATER PIPELINE –  If any problems are experienced whilst the contractor 

is carrying out works on the new pipeline along the valley, please contact 

Paul Williams on his mobile phone, number 07 88 44 73593. 

HOG ROAST at the Willows - Helen and Cal Scopes would like to thank 

everyone who came and helped raise £510. Rain earlier kept some away but 

we all enjoyed the evening and agreed that live music was better than disco; 

and of course the pork was superb. Special thanks go to Richard and Derek, 

and Grace and Debbie for turning up the next morning to help clear up. 

Thanks to the village hall for the loan of the tables which my son-in-law, 

David Horne, took back to Brian’s cellar. But, I could not do this without 

my daughters Sally, Heather and Rebecca who give up at least two days of 

their time to ensure that everything went well. 

 

DAVID HORNE 

LOCAL HANDYMAN 

For all your jobs no matter how small 

Gardening, Decorating, Rubbish Clearing etc. 
 

FAIR RATES FOR GOOD WORK 

Call 01304 203578 or  07984 886251 

 

 

http://www.getclued.com/
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W.I NEWS - The August meeting 

was member’s night where the 

committee have a rest! There was 

not a lot of business to conduct 

mainly outings to finalise. A visit 

to the Marlowe Theatre in 

November to see “42nd Street” was 

arranged. Nineteen members were 

going and it was decided to take 

cars rather than hire a coach. 
Another trip was arranged to 

Higham Place in September. 

Fifteen members were interested 

and again would use cars. We 

would meet there at 12pm for 

lunch then visit the house and 

gardens. The trip to Greenwich in 

September had to be cancelled due 

to low numbers. It was agreed to 

try again next April. Mandy 

Summers, Debbie Griggs and 

Helen Scopes had organised the 

evening for us. There were a 

couple of quizzes for everyone to 

do with wine and nibbles to help 

the brain box to function! Helen 

had brought along William, her 

lovely Golden Retriever, to show 

us how much he had learned at his 

training classes. Doreen Lott had 

made and iced a beautiful cake 

which had to be photographed for a 

Federation competition. That was 

then cut and enjoyed by members 

with a nice cup of tea. Next months 

meeting is Tuesday 13th September 

where Richard and Carol Bosworth 

introduce “Music and Magic”. 

Members were asked to bring a 

friend and a plate of food for this 

special meeting. 
TRACTION ENGINES - The Parish 

Council minutes from March 1905 

records that a letter was to be sent 

to DDC to complain about the 

smoke made by traction engines 

going through the village. This was 

again recorded in 1909 when they 

wrote to the police. Sue Lees tells 

me that it was serious problem as a 

thatched barn was set on fire by the 

engines, so it appears that the road 

has always been a problem. In 

February 1902 the Parish Council 

voted in favour of light railway, 

which was to be built along the 

valley. It is interesting that for the 
period from 1914 to 1918 there 

was no record regarding the war. 

 

OZ on LITTLE DORRIT  One 

hundred and fifty years ago this 

month Charles Dickens was 

halfway through a four month stay 

in Folkestone. Dickens had visited 

Folkestone previously, sometimes 

as an enthusiastic customer of the 

cross channel packet service to 

Boulogne. By the spring of 1855 he 

was depressed, angered by 

incompetent government and 

continuing losses in the Crimean 

War, and he felt increasingly 

insecure. In July, Dickens and 

family rented No 3 Albion Villas, 

“a pleasant little house with the sea 

below and the scent of thyme 

sweetening the breezes from the 

Downs”. Here he started work on 

his novel Little Dorrit, between 

indulging in his new hobby of 

“swarming up the face of a gigantic 

and precipitous cliff”, where “he 

could be seen from the British 

Channel, suspended in mid-air with 

his trousers very much torn at fifty 

minutes past 3pm”.  On 17 July 

Dickens invited his friend Wilkie 

Collins, author of The Woman in 

White, to join the vacation as 

“Walter goes back to school on the 

1st of August”, adding that work 

had been considerably disrupted by 

Walter’s continual jumping on the 

uncarpeted wooden staircase. “Why 

a boy of that age should seem to 

have on at all times a hundred and 

fifty pair of double-soled boots, and 

to be always jumping a bottom stair 

with the whole hundred and fifty, I 

don't know.” In October the family 

moved on to Paris, and at 

Christmas the first monthly 

instalment of Little Dorrit, 

illustrated by Dickens’s old friend, 

“Phiz”, was published. In this 

complex work Dickens wove an 

elaborate mystery around themes of 

individual responsibility, debtor 

imprisonment, and, most 

satisfyingly for him, an attack on 

governmental idiocy in the fictional 

“Circumlocution Office”. The time 

spent in Folkestone had indeed 

done Dickens a world of good. 

(Steve Osborn) 
 

BBBRRRAAADDDFFFOOORRRDDD   &&&   BBBIIINNNGGGLLLEEEYYY    

GGGeeeeeerrr iiinnnggg   &&&   CCCooolllyyyeeerrr   

KEARSNEY (01304) 823714   DOVER (01304)207099 

Y O U R  L O C A L  E S T A T E  A G E N T  

o f f e r i n g  D O U B L E  E X P O S U R E  
For your property 

From our offices at both  

12 KEARSNEY AVENUE, RIVER, DOVER 

AND 5 KING STREET, DOVER 
Discover for yourselves why Geering and Colyer 

deserve their reputation for customer care  
 

SURVEYORS * VALUERS * ESTATE AGENTS 
 

HARVEST CLEBRATIONS at St. Anthony’s. 

The Harvest Service will be held at 11.00 am 

on Sunday the 25th of September. The 

decoration of the church in Harvest mode 

will take place on the Saturday between 

9.30am and 11.00am. If anybody would like 

to contribute traditional harvest gifts of fruit 

and vegetables please bring them along 

between the above hours. All donations will 

be taken down to the village hall on the 

Monday to be raffled at the Harvest Supper. 

FOOTPATHS AND WASPS - If anyone is 

aware of any stiles that need replacing or 

footpaths that are affected by wasp nests, 

please contact Edward on 01304 216307. 

FOR SALE W reg. (year 2000) Kawasaki ER5 

500cc motorcycle, one owner 7500 miles 

from new, £1350. Also included is a full size 

top box with rack. Please phone Brian 

(editor) on 824969. The insurance on this 

bike, for me, is amazingly low. 

 

FREDERIC HALL 
Solicitors 

York House, Folkestone 
01303 851185 

& Clyde House, Dover   
01304 202411 

 

 

Regular events in the village 



Monday The Chalksole Homegroup, third Monday of the month at 7.30pm until October. Contact Linda 01304 823100  

Tuesday Art classes in the village hall from 10 am to 1 pm. Ring 01303 243115 for further details 

Tuesday Ballroom dancing classes 7.30 to 10.30 in village hall (except second Tuesday in month) 

Wednesday Keep Fit in the village hall from 9.30 am to 10.30 am – Wednesday Club from 10.30 am to 11.30 am 

Thursday Mobile Library stops at the car parks by the village hall from 9.25 am to 9.50 am  

Friday Whist Drive in the village hall starting at 7.30 pm 

Other events in the village 
Saturday 3 Bingo in the village hall starting at 7.30pm 

Saturday 3 Coffee morning in the village hall in aid of church funds 

Sunday 4 Alkham Cricket Club on Vicarage Meadow in the afternoon 

Monday 5 Parish Council meeting in the village hall at 7.30pm – all welcome to come along 

Sunday 11 Alkham Cricket Club on Vicarage Meadow in the afternoon 

Tuesday 13 W.I. in the village hall at 7.30pm 

Saturday 17 Jumble sale in the village hall at 11.00am in aid of W.I. funds 

Saturday 17 Barn Dance in the village hall in aid of Christmas Tree lights 

Monday 19 Dover & District Bird Club in the village hall from 7.30pm 

Monday 26 Harvest Supper in the village hall, 7.00pm for 7.30pm 
 

CHURCH SERVICES 

Day Alkham Capel Hougham 
Weekday Services:  

Morning Prayer, 

Capel: Monday-

Friday at 8.30 am 

(except Bank 

Holidays). Evening 

Prayer, Hougham - 

Wednesdays at  

5 pm. Eucharist, 

Capel  Thursdays  

at 9.15 am 

Sunday 4th Evensong 6.30 p.m. Sung Eucharist 9.30 a.m. Worshipping together 11.00 a.m. 

Tuesday 6th 

 

 

 Healing Service 7.00 p.m.  

Sunday 11th Sung Eucharist 9.30 a.m. Worshipping together 11.00a.m. 

Songs of Praise for Harvest 

West Hougham village hall 

followed by supper 6.30 p.m. 

Sunday 18th 

 
Worshipping together 11.00 a.m. Evensong 6.30 p.m. Sung Eucharist 9.30 a.m. 

Sunday 25th 

 

Joint Benefice Sung Eucharist and Harvest Festival 

St Anthony, Alkham 10.00 a.m. 

  

TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

Police –  999 phone & 01303 850055 

Neighbourhood Watch 218151/218130 

Community Warden 07977 981994 

Village Hall booking 

Rosemary Polden 824876 

Alkham Valley Society secretary 

Gwyn Prosser M.P.      01304 214484 
GP out of hours to access urgent 

medical help 0844 800 1234 

Joanna Walker 821641 

W.I. Betty Neely 01303 251475 

County Councillor, Bryan Cope 207976 

work number   01795532547 

Newsletter, Brian Wimsett     824969  

e mail brianwimsett@hotmail.com 
Church Wardens  - Richard Tapsell 

District Councillors       

Sue Nicholas 823956  

Andrew Richardson 211835 

Parish Clerk, Susan Lees 822661  

susan@susanlees.freeserve.co.uk 

822295  and Grace Stacey 822756 

Alkham web site   www.alkham.org 
 

L O C A L  B U S I N E S S E S  A N D  S E R V I C E S  
ACCOUNTANCY John Garlinge Accountancy, taxation, book keeping services St. Margaret’s                            852252 

ARBORICULTURE Alkham Valley Tree Surgery: Planning, planting, maintenance  removal Wolverton     824853 & 07973 501390 

BUILDING WORK E R Woodruff carpentry and joinery, decorating, maintenance Swanbourne, Wolverton            824991 

CAT & DOG GROOMING Canine beauticians, dogs and cats groomed, Newcastle House Ewell Minnis                             822902 

CLEANING SERVICES John Hoy domestic/commercial carpet and upholstery cleaning Ewell Minnis                   07889310479 

CURTAINS & BLINDS Curtains and blinds made to your specification Alkham Valley               01303 891806 

ELECTRICAL Simon Price electricians & computer installation, Meggett Farm  South Alkham                 01303 252764 

ENVIRONMENTAL J H Ullmann Environmental contractors, Malmains Farm Alkham                    202004 or 822888 

EQUESTRIAN Hogbrook Equestrian Centre Livery yard, instruction, hacking Hogbrook Lane, Alkham           827644 

EQUESTRIAN SUPPLIES Alkham Valley Garden Centre – everything for horse and rider South Alkham                         01303 891996 

GARDEN CENTRE Alkham Valley Garden Centre with gift shop and pet supplies South Alkham                         01303 893351 

KENNELS  Alkhamhurst Kennels dogs, cats & unusual boarded. All pet needs  Alkham Valley Rd, Wolverton        822420 

LIVERY Greenhill livery yard Do it yourself and grass liveries Megget Lane, South Alkham       01303 892056 

POST OFFICE Southdown Stores groceries, videos, fruit/veg, off licence, fresh bread/milk London rd, Temple Ewell             827100 

SCHOOL Capel-le-Ferne school Your local primary school; free bus from Alkham Capel Street, Capel-le-Ferne 01303 251353 
 

 

mailto:brian@alkham50.freeserve.co.uk










 

Computer & Software Services 
 

For all your PC computer support needs from 
hardware and software installation through to 

network design and support. 
 

Reasonable Call out rates. Large projects by 
quotation. 

 

With over 30 years experience your problem  
can be solved. 

 

Tel: 07092 269872    Fax: 07092 270429 
 

Email:  
Martin.Heddle@Computer-and-software-services.co.uk 

BUS SHELTER - My children who 

live in Short Lane were very 

concerned to read in the Newsletter 

that the bus shelter on the bend by 

Vicarage Meadows is to be 

removed.  There are many children 

who catch the bus for school in the 

morning who use this shelter and 

live in Glebelands or on this side of 

the village.  At the moment the 

children wait in the shelter and cross 

the road to get on the bus. Not an 

ideal situation but better than not 

having a shelter at all. Could you 

please pass their concerns on to 

the involved authorities?  They 

would like their concerns considered 

as they are probably the bus 

company’s most regular passengers. 

(Julie Saltmer) It is possible that I 

reported general comments made at 

the Parish Council meeting and I’ll 
raise the matter at the November 

meeting (Ed) 

WELCOME to Mike and Sue who 

have moved into Countryside and also 

to John and Maxine who have moved 

into Halton Forstal. The latter was 

owned by the late Olive Harvey and it 

is by some remarkable coincidence 

that the sale of the house took place on 

her birthday. 

CHRISTMAS TREE - Would 

your child like to turn 

on the Alkham 

Christmas tree lights? 

To enter please send a 

drawing of our tree 

together with your 

name age and 

telephone number on 

the back to 8a 

Newlyns by the 19th of November. All 

entries will be placed in a hat and the 

winner drawn out by Brian on the 25th 

of November. All the pictures will be 

put on display in the village hall for 

the Christmas Bazaar on the 26th of 

November. (Tracy Huggins) 

A FIVE ACRE field in the centre of 

Alkham is available to rent for 

grazing. Please phone Patsy or Steve 

on 822619 for further information. 

 

HOUSES - If you would like to express 

an interest in having one of the Southern 

Housing Association’s houses at the top 

of Short Lane, should one come 

available, then please phone Vanessa 

Sanderson on 01403 224810. She is 

keen to have a list of people but she is 

only there two days a week so you may 

have to email her at 

vanessa.sanderson@shgroup.org.uk. 

Alkham Court 
Farmhouse Bed & Breakfast 

Meggett Lane, South Alkham 
ETC: Gold Award 

 

Peaceful location overlooking the Alkham 
Valley 

 

Excellent facilities for family or business stays, short 
breaks, overnight and weddings. 

Web: www.alkhamcourt.co.uk 
Wendy Burrows Tel: 01303 892056 

OSCAR PET FOODS 
FREE Home Delivery 

FREE Nutritional Advice 
FREE Meal for your Dog 

 

We have a large range of foods and 

accessories for both Cats and Dogs. 
 

25k Wild Bird Seed £13 

                            25k Peanuts £22 

01303 862200 
Oscar a Friendly franchise 

SUNFLOWER COMPETITION The proud 

winner of the 1st prize in the Junior 

Sunflower competition was Aimee, who can 

be seen above receiving her trophy. 

(evidently she preferred the taste of the 

chocolate buttons). She lives in the centre of 

the village and when interviewed she said 

she would definitely enter again next year.   

CHRISTMAS is only eight weeks away!! 

Chalksole Homegroup would like to buy 

toys as gifts for needy children; can you help 

us reach our target of ten toys? If you think 

you would like to help, contact (Linda 

Gaskill 823100). 

RECYCLING -The next collection is on 

Thursday November 3rd. It would be 

very helpful if you could flatten milk 

and drink containers by standing on 

them so they take up less space in the 

van. Please remember that paper and 

cardboard must be stored separately and 

that we only take plastics which held 

milk or drinks. 

CHRISTMAS LIGHTS - Yes, I know it’s 

only November but as the December 

Newsletter may not reach everyone 

before the event I want to give details 

of the Christmas tree switch-on on 

December 3rd. At 4.45 p.m. there will 

be carol singing by the tree. I hope that 

this will once again be led by the W.I. 

choir and this to be confirmed 

following their next meeting. At 

5.00p.m. the switch-on will be carried 

out by a person yet to be selected (be 

prepared, Peter!). Following the switch-

on there will be mulled wine and mince 

pies at the Marquis of Granby followed 

at 8.00p.m. (for 8.30p.m.) by the village 

meal, also in the pub. There are 60 

people booked for the meal and Paul 

and Allison are able to accommodate a 

few more so, if you would still like to 

go, please contact the Marquis direct. 
(Mark Robson) 

 

N J CREED Plumbing & Heating 
Corgi Registered 

 

Gas servicing, Boiler Maintenance, 

Plumbing, Central Heating installations, LPG 
 

10 Chance Meadow, Guston, Dover 

01304 205678 & 07855771095 

  

Brian Wimsett: The Old Post Office 

Slip Lane, Alkham CT15 7DE   

Telephone 01304 824969 

 

Delivered free to all 

properties in the 

Parish 
 

No. 147 November 2005 
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MARSHALL & CLARKE 
PROPERTY AGENTS AND VALUERS 

 

www.marshallandclarke.com 
 

112 London Road, Kearsney 

Dover, CT16 3AB  
Telephone  01304 827770  

and at 

1  C l i f fe  Ro ad ,  K in g sd o wn ,  Dea l  
Te l .  0 1 3 04  3 81 6 22  

High Street, St. Margarets at Cliffe, Dover 
 Te l .  0 1 3 04  8 52 9 60  

REMEMBRANCE   
The recent commemorations to 

mark the end of World War 2 

have brought back many 

memories. In September we were 

privileged to join a group of ex-

POWs returning to camp Stalag 

V111B/344 in Poland for the first 

time since they were liberated in 

1945.  My father who has since 

died spent 5 years in that camp 

and thus the personal interest. The 

camaraderie of the veterans, many 

of whom were speaking of their 

experiences for the first time, will 

leave a lasting impression.  They 

spoke not only of the enduring 

hardships that they suffered and 

which for some included a forced 

march of 1200 miles before the 

advancing Russians in January 

1945; but also of their lighter 

moments. Some of the internees 

did not survive and we visited the 

Commonwealth Graves cemetery 

in Krakow where these “old 

comrades” are now resting. A 

short, but very moving service of 

remembrance was held and a 

timely fall of leaves as the Last 

Post sounded was so reminiscent 

of the release of poppies at the 

Festival of Remembrance.  It 

certainly added to the poignancy 

of the moment. During the course 

of our trip we had the opportunity 

of visiting Auschwitz, Birkenau 

and the site of Schindler’s 

factory.  Again, the brutalities that 

were inflicted and the horrors of 

war generally were graphically 

illustrated.  We will be reminded 

of this at St. Anthony’s on 

November 13th as we pay 

homage to the dead of the two 

world wars and subsequent 

continuing conflicts. (Margaret 

Batcheldor) …………. 

SUNDAY the 13th of November is 

Remembrance Day and a service 

will be held in St Anthony’s 

church at 10.15am. If you don’t 

want to go to the service but 

would like to commemorate the 

sacrifice made by people in the 

World Wars, people gather 

around the memorial in the 

churchyard at 11.00am and 

observe the 2 minute silence after 
the names of the fallen are read. 
 

FIREWORKS are set off around 

November the 5th and this is an annual 

tradition, which is enjoyed by many 

people. As the photo shows, horses and 

other 

animals 

are 

almost 

scared to 

death by 

the loud 

bangs 

that some 

fireworks 

make and the horse community in 

particular is asking you to think twice 

before you let off loud fireworks. There 

is at least one dog in the village that tries 

to climb up the wall during the firework 

season and most other pets are similarly 

affected.  

BOOKCLUB Alkham book-worms are 

continuing to work their way through a 

selection of titles for all tastes. They meet 

on the first Wednesday in the month 

except in January when it will be the 

second Wednesday. New dates, titles and 

venues are: November 2nd at Jane 

Aslett’s, Drybrook, Short Lane (824729) 

Fleshmarket Close by Ian Rankin: 

December 7th at Margaret Danstead’s, 2 

Meadowhill Cottages (829006): Small 

Island by Andrea Levi: January 11th at 

Lucy McKenzie’s, The Vicarage 

(822172): Free choice, just come 

prepared to talk about a book you have 

recently enjoyed and would recommend 

to all of us. Please ring the host if you are 

coming, last minute is fine. The February 

session will take place at a café, pub or 

restaurant, to be decided! Bring some 

ideas. (Linda Gaskill) 

CHALKSOLE HOMEGROUP An 

experiment that has not only worked but 

grown! If you are interested in talking 

about things that really matter in our 

everyday life coupled with readings from 

the bible, then give Linda a call on 823100. 

We meet on the third Monday of the month 

at Chalksole Cottage.  

CHURCHYARD - On Saturday 5th of 

November we are proposing to carry out 

the annual tidying up in the churchyard. 

If you would like to spend a couple of 

hours in the fresh air and feel that you 

would like to help us, please turn up 

equipped with tools. We will be starting 

at 9.30am and finishing about 12 o’clock. 

(Richard and Grace) 

SUE LEES - The Parish Council showed 

their thanks for her 23 year service as 

Parish Clerk by taking Sue for a meal and 

presenting her with a gift. 

  

Alkham 
Valley 
Garden 
Centre 

 

Phone 
01303 
893351 

 

For all your 

gardening needs 
 

Tuesdays over 60 

Club  

10% off 

ALKHAM’S HEROES - Last year I carried out 

some research on the men whose names are 

inscribed on the war memorial in the churchyard. 

As a result I was contacted by Eileen West (née 

Collard) with some information about Edward 

and George Collard who both died in the First 

World War. I visited Eileen and spent a 

fascinating morning looking through her 

extensive photo collection and learned more 

about her great-uncles. Using the Commonwealth 

War Grave Commission’s website I had found a 

George Collard who was buried in River 

churchyard and wondered if this was Alkham’s 

George Collard. Eileen was able to correct this 

and told me that George had in fact emigrated to 

Australia in the early 1900s and, on the outbreak 

of war, enlisted with the Australian army. Sadly 

this man, who presumably had moved to the other 

side of the world in the hope of a better life, was 

to die in France, about 100 miles from his old 

home! I have copies of a photo of George and 

Edward in happier times in their work-clothes 

with horse and wagon in the lanes around 

Alkham. This will be displayed in the church at 

Alkham at the Remembrance Day service on 

November 13th. If anyone can shed any more light 

on the other men named on the memorial please 

contact me so that we might preserve their 

memories more fully (Mark Robson 820459).  
 

DAVID HORNE 

LOCAL HANDYMAN 

For all your jobs no matter how small 

Gardening, Decorating, Rubbish Clearing etc. 
 

FAIR RATES FOR GOOD WORK 

Call 01304 203578 or  07984 886251 

FARMER’S MARKET 
Capel-le-Ferne Village Hall  

Tuesday 10am to 1pm Local produce  

Phone 01303 245399 

 

http://www.marshallandclarke.com/
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PHIL CHITTENDEN 

ALKHAM W.I - The last meeting 

was attended by twenty five 

members. An outing to be in the 

audience of “Loose Women” the 

television show was arranged for 

Thursday 3rd November in London. 

Leave Alkham at 10am for the show 

at 5.30pm. This leaves plenty of time 

to shop or visit some of the sights. 

Cost only the coach. The show ends 

at 7pm, so not too late home. There 

are more places if anyone would like 

to join us. Ring Cherry 01303 

255114; or plenty of room on the 

coach if you just fancy a day in 

London. Names were taken for next 

year’s committee, who would like to 

stand, ready for the A.G.M. in 

November. The evening was “Crafts 

you have made”. There were several 

members who showed us how to 

make fudge, Christmas baubles and 

balls, Christmas cards and pot 

pourri. They then took their crafts to 

tables and let members try them, 

with their help. Next meeting is the 

A.G.M on Tuesday 8th November. 

(Cherry Leppard) 
ALL SOULS’ MEMORIAL service 

Sunday 6th November. We will 

be holding a memorial service for 

the departed at St Anthony’s at 

4.00 p.m. If you have a loved one 

you would like remembered by 

name on that day please will you 

pass it to one of the 

Churchwardens either Grace 

Stacey on 01304 822756 or 

Richard Tapsell on 01304 822295. 

UNKNOWN PEOPLE of Eastern 

European origin have been seen 

riffling through rubbish that has 

put out for collection probably to 

steal identity information. You 

should be extremely vigilant with 

the disposal of all correspondence 

containing your name and address 

and or banking details, plus 

receipts from shopping.  Although 

the majority of retailers do not 

print all of the numbers on a 

credit/debit print-out if you go on a 

shopping trip and lay out all of the 

receipts you will find that 

unscrupulous people will have 

your full credit/debit card number. 

Please think very carefully of the 

benefits of buying a cross-shredder 
– also please make your elderly 

and vulnerable neighbours aware 

of secure methods of disposing of 

personal information. (Sally 

Coleman) 

 

OZ on KIPPS – The featured book at 

the Folkestone Literary Festival in 

September was H G Wells’s novel 

Kipps, set in Folkestone and first 

published 100 years ago. Penguin, 

having this year republished the 

book in its Classics series, donated 

200 copies to Folkestone Library for 

the Festival read-in. The celebrations 

started with a Kipps Walk, taking in 

landmarks from the lives of Kipps 

and also Wells, who made 

Folkestone his domestic and literary 

base for many years. In 1895, after a 

disastrous first marriage, Wells 

visited New Romney, with his 

second wife Jane, to receive 

treatment for a long and painful 

illness. On his recovery Jane drove 

him by carriage to Sandgate, where 

they moved into Beach Cottage, so 

near the sea that sometimes waves 

broke over the roof. The Wells loved 

Sandgate dearly and moved their 

furniture from London’s Worcester 

Park to Arnold House, where they 

lived while Spade House, 

overlooking the bay, was built for 

them, funded by the proceeds from 

Wells’s first four major works, 

including The War of the Worlds 

(1898). Between 1900, when the 

Wells moved in, and 1910, Spade 

House became an important literary 

hub, visited by James Barrie, Joseph 

Conrad, Henry James and Bernard 

Shaw among others. It was here, 

working usually in a garden shed, 

that Wells wrote his most serious 

novels, including Kipps, in 1905, 

midway between Love and Mr 
Lewisham (1900) and The History of 

Mr Polly (1910). Kipps is based on 

Wells’s early experiences but is set 

largely in Folkestone, and has 

characters with quite Dickensian-

sounding names such as 

“Chitterlow” and  “Coote”. Tommy 

Steele retold the story in the musical 

Half a Sixpence, successfully on the 

1963 London stage, not so in the 

gaudy 1967 film. As one of the 

show’s songs said: “Flash! Bang! 

Wallop! What a Picture!”. (Steve 

Osborn) 

MORE BICYCLES than cars have 

been sold in the US over the last year 

with over 19 million being bought.  
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DOVER CHORAL SOCIETY’S autumn concert, 

at 7.30 pm on Saturday 19th November 2005 

in Dover Town Hall, will feature soloists 

from London’s Guildhall School of Music. 

The first half will comprise the Maria 

Theresa Mass, composed by Haydn in 1799 

between his major works The Creation and 

The Seasons, and later nicknamed after 

Empress Maria Theresa, who sang the 

soprano solos in the first performances of 

those works. After the interval, young singers 

from Dover schools will join the 100-strong 

chorus in a performance of Britten’s great 

1948 cantata Saint Nicolas. All will be 

accompanied by The Connaught Orchestra 

(leader George Simpson), and conducted by 

Michael Lewis in his first concert as the 

society’s new Musical Director. Tickets at £9 

(students £5) are available from Dover 

Visitor Information Centre (next to the Town 

Hall), members of Dover Choral Society or 

by telephoning 01304 822042; and, if there 

are any left, at the door on the night. For 

further details of the concert please ring Ken 

Palmer on 01304 330511 or Bob Joslin on 

01304 363344. (Steve Osborn) 
 

FREDERIC HALL 
Solicitors 

York House, Folkestone 
01303 851185 

& Clyde House, Dover   
01304 202411 



 

 

 

Regular events in the village 
Monday The Chalksole Homegroup, third Monday of the month. Please phone Linda on 823100 for further details 

Tuesday Art classes in the village hall from 10 am to 1 pm. Ring 01303 243115 for further details 

Wednesday The Bookclub meets on the first Wednesday of the month. Please phone Linda on 823100 for further details 

Wednesday Keep Fit in the village hall from 9.30 am to 10.30 am – Wednesday Club from 10.30 am to 11.30 am 

Thursday Mobile Library stops at the car parks by the village hall from 9.25 am to 9.50 am  

Friday Whist Drive in the village hall starting at 7.30 pm  

Other events in the village  Alkham Court 
Farmhouse Bed & Breakfast 

Meggett Lane, South Alkham 
ETC: Gold Award 

 

Peaceful location overlooking the Alkham 
Valley 

 

Excellent facilities for family or business stays, 
short breaks, overnight and weddings. 

Web: www.alkhamcourt.co.uk 
Wendy Burrows Tel: 01303 892056 

Saturday 5   

Tuesday 8   

Monday 21   

Saturday 26   

Saturday 26   

Monday 28   

 

CHURCH SERVICES 

Day Alkham Capel Hougham 
Weekday Services:  

Morning Prayer, 

Capel: Monday-Friday 

at 8.30 am (except 

Bank Holidays). 

Evening Prayer, 

Hougham - 

Wednesdays at  

5 pm. Eucharist, Capel  

Thursdays  

at 9.15 am 

Tuesday 1st  St Radigund, Capel-le-Ferne Healing Service 7.00 p.m. 

Sunday 6th  

 
Evensong 4.00 p.m. Sung Eucharist 9.30 a.m. Worshipping together 11.00 a.m. 

Sunday 13th  

Remembrance 

Sunday 

Remembrance services simultaneously at all three churches 10.15 a.m. 

followed by an act of Remembrance at 11.00 a.m. 

Sunday 20th  

 

Worshipping together 11.00 

am 
Evensong 4.00 p.m. Sung Eucharist 9.30 a.m. 

Sunday 27th  

 
Joint Benefice Sung Eucharist St Lawrence, Hougham 10.00 a.m. 

  

TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

Police –  999 phone & 01303 850055 

Neighbourhood Watch 218151/218130 

Community Warden 07977 981994 

Village Hall booking 

Rosemary Polden 824876 

Alkham Valley Society secretary 

Gwyn Prosser M.P.      01304 214484 
GP out of hours to access urgent 

medical help 0844 800 1234 

Joanna Walker 821641 

W.I. Betty Neely 01303 251475 

County Councillor, Bryan Cope 

207976 work number   01795532547 

Newsletter, Brian Wimsett  824969  

e mail brianwimsett@hotmail.com 
Church Wardens  - Richard Tapsell 

District Councillors       

Sue Nicholas 823956  

Andrew Richardson 211835 

Parish Clerk, Nicola Wright 820098 

822295  and Grace Stacey 822756 

Alkham web site   www.alkham.org 

 

L O C A L  B U S I N E S S E S  A N D  S E R V I C E S  
ACCOUNTANCY John Garlinge Accountancy, taxation, book keeping services St. Margaret’s                               852252 

ARBORICULTURE Alkham Valley Tree Surgery: Planning, planting, maintenance  removal Wolverton         824853 & 07973 501390 

BUILDING WORK E R Woodruff carpentry and joinery, decorating, maintenance Swanbourne, Wolverton               824991 

CAT & DOG GROOMING Canine beauticians, dogs and cats groomed, Newcastle House Ewell Minnis                                822902 

CLEANING SERVICES John Hoy domestic/commercial carpet and upholstery cleaning Ewell Minnis                       07889310479 

CURTAINS & BLINDS Curtains and blinds made to your specification Alkham Valley                   01303 891806 

ELECTRICAL Simon Price electricians & computer installation, Meggett Farm  South Alkham                    01303 252764 

ENVIRONMENTAL J H Ullmann Environmental contractors, Malmains Farm Alkham                        202004 or 822888 

EQUESTRIAN HOGBROOK Equestrian Centre Livery yard, instruction, hacking Hogbrook Lane, Alkham              827644 

EQUESTRIAN 
GREENHILL FARM – DIY and assisted livery – excellent 

facilities 
Megget Lane, South Alkham           01303 892056 

EQUESTRIAN SUPPLIES Alkham Valley Garden Centre – everything for horse and rider South Alkham                             01303 891996 

GARDEN CENTRE Alkham Valley Garden Centre with gift shop and pet supplies South Alkham                             01303 893351 

SCHOOL Capel-le-Ferne school Your local primary school; free bus from Alkham Capel Street, Capel-le-Ferne     01303 251353 
 

mailto:brian@alkham50.freeserve.co.uk


 

Computer & Software Services 
 

For all your PC computer support needs from 
hardware and software installation through to 

network design and support. 
 

Reasonable Call out rates. Large projects by 
quotation. 

 

With over 30 years experience your problem  
can be solved. 

 

Tel: 07092 269872    Fax: 07092 270429 
 

Email:  
Martin.Heddle@Computer-and-software-services.co.uk 

Merry Christmas 
At 4.45pm on December the 3rd the 
W.I. choir will be singing carols 
around the Christmas tree on 
Vicarage Meadow with 
the lights being turn on 
at 5.00pm together 
with other festive 
illuminations. 

GRASS BANKS - The Parish Council 

would be interested in hearing from 

anyone who would be willing to take 

over from Rob Leas keeping the 

grass banks to the Meadow tidy and 

undertaking various additional 

'handyman' roles as necessary. The 

work has traditionally attracted an 

annual honorarium rather than a 

fixed rate of pay. Please phone 

822661 for further details. 

PLAY EQUIPMENT  

Thanks go to Richard Miller, who 

lives in Newlyns Meadow, for 

repairing the swings on Vicarage 

Meadow and also for the generous 

donation of a slide to possibly 

replace the existing one. 

WATER PIPE - There has been some 

concern expressed about the ponds 

at Bushey Ruff being dry. The water 

company has therefore decided not 

to extract water from this area and 

consequently only one pipe is 

required along the valley to connect 

to the other extraction point at 

Buckland. As a result of this, instead 

of laying the new pipes to the west 

of the village on the north side of the 

Alkham Valley Road the water 

company is going to connect into the 

existing main in the road close to the 

30mph signs. This work should take 

place in February of next year. The 

water company has also agreed to 

keep a pond within a lake at Bushey 

Ruff and pump water into it if 

necessary. Most people agree that 
the contractors working for the 

water company have done an 

excellent job. 

PARISH CLERK - For personal reasons 

Nicola Wright cannot continue as Parish 

Clerk and therefore Sue Lees has kindly 

taken over temporarily but is insistent 

that she will not take the job on again 

permanently.  

THE SEAT by the cricket pavilion has 

been vandalised again. Paul Tapsell 

suggested they be moved to somewhere 

more visible. Seems a good idea.  

Alkham Court 
Farmhouse Bed & Breakfast 

Meggett Lane, South Alkham 
ETC: Gold Award 

 

Peaceful location overlooking the 
Alkham Valley 

 

Excellent facilities for family or business stays, 
short breaks, overnight and weddings. 

Web: www.alkhamcourt.co.uk 
Wendy Burrows Tel: 01303 892056 

OSCAR PET FOODS 
FREE Home Delivery 

FREE Nutritional Advice 
FREE Meal for your Dog 

 

We have a large range of foods and 

accessories for both Cats and Dogs. 
 

25k Wild Bird Seed £13 

                            25k Peanuts £22 

01303 862200 
Oscar a Friendly franchise 

BUS SHELTER - In last month’s 

Newsletter I said that I would ask the 

Parish Council, on behalf of Julie Salmer, 

whether the bus shelter on the bend by 

Vicarage Meadow would be removed if a 

new one was built by Newlyns Meadow. I 

was surprised to find that the Parish own 

the bus shelter so it is a decision for our 

council to make and not the bus company. 

Neil Burrows, the chairman, said that at 

the present the council had no plans to 

remove the shelter but added that some 

people complain that the shelter restricts 

visibility from the junction at Slip Lane. 

SPEED LIMITS - Although it was 

said that the speed limits for the 

Alkham Valley Road would be 

in place by mid October the 

latest date given is ‘within the 

next two months’. 

STREET LIGHTING Quotes are 

being sought for the installation 

of a street light near Meadow Hill 

Cottages on Hogbrook Lane. 

THE MARQUIS OF GRANBY require 

part time waiting staff (age 15 plus) and 

bar staff (age 18 plus). Please phone 

822945 for further details. There are 87 

people going to the Christmas Dinner, 

which is 8.00 for 8.30pm. 

DOG WALKING - Sometimes you are 

snowed under with work and there is no 

time to walk the dog or it is really cold. 

I will walk your dog for as long as you 

want for a pound!! You won’t find a 

better offer so come to Jess to make life 

easier. (Jessica Marlow 825617 or 

07914881742) 

RECYCLING - The next collection will 

be on the 1st of December. Thanks to 

all the people who squashed the plastic 

bottles, it really made a difference.  

THE ANNUAL QUIZ will be held in the 

village hall on Saturday the 11th of 

February starting at 7.30pm. Please 

phone me (824969) or Sue Lees 

(822661) to book a table. (editor) 

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR  
On Saturday the 10th of 

December the W.I. are 

holding their 

Christmas Bazaar in 

the village hall at 10.30am. 

 

 

N J CREED Plumbing & Heating 
Corgi Registered 

 

Gas servicing, Boiler Maintenance, 
Plumbing, Central Heating installations, LPG 

 

10 Chance Meadow, Guston, Dover 

01304 205678 & 07855771095 

  

Brian Wimsett: The Old Post Office 

Slip Lane, Alkham CT15 7DE   

Telephone 01304 824969 

 

Delivered free to all 

properties in the 

Parish 
 

No. 148 December 2005 

 



 

 

MARSHALL & CLARKE 
PROPERTY AGENTS AND VALUERS 

 

www.marshallandclarke.com 
 

112 London Road, Kearsney 

Dover, CT16 3AB  
Telephone  01304 827770  

and at 
1  C l i f fe  Ro ad ,  K in g sd o wn ,  Dea l  

Te l .  0 1 3 04  3 81 6 22  

High Street, St. Margarets at Cliffe, Dover 
 Te l .  0 1 3 04  8 52 9 60  

RIGHTS OF WAY – At present 

motor vehicles are using RuPP’s 

(Road used as a public path), 

which are generally unmade 

highways across open country 

and there several in the parish. It 

is possible that the government 

will downgrade these after the 

Countryside & Right of Way Act 

is passed such that they can only 

be used by walkers, cyclists, 

horse riders and horse drawn 

vehicles but not motorised users. 

The latter object to their rights 

being taken away and are 

therefore trying to get RuPP’s 

upgraded to BOAT’s (Byway 

open to all traffic) and notices 

have been put up by the local 

authority on some RuPP’s 

notifying people that such an 

application has been made. As a 

result of this there were a number 

of people at the Parish Council 

meeting asking the Council to 

back them in opposing these 

applications. In addition to this 

various petitions have been made 

opposing the upgrades and the 

Alkham Valley Society is also 

against RuPP’s being reclassified. 

 AGM - The Alkham Valley 

Society will be holding its AGM 

on 1st December at 7.30 p.m. in 

the Village Hall, 

Alkham. Notices 

have been sent out 

to members and 

we hope to see 

you there, and for 

supper at The Fox, Temple Ewell 

afterwards. Lifts will be available. 

Notify the Secretary about 

coming to the supper, if you have 

not already done so. Thank you! 

(Joanna Walker, Secretary) 

CYCLE ROUTE - Following an 

approach from the AVS an 

informal meeting was held with 

KCC regarding local cycle routes. 

Everybody agreed that it would 

be a great idea to have a cycle 

path down the Alkham Valley 

Road (get some of the 5000 

people a day onto bikes) but from 

Dover to Alkham it’s almost 

impossible. It was a pleasant 

couple of hours but it is unlikely 

that anything will result from the 

meeting. 

VIEW from the top of the hill In the 

October edition of the Newsletter there 

was an article about a car rally passing 

through the village and this brought a 

response from Barry Sheppard who lives 

at Ellinge. He agrees that the section of 

the rally passing through the village 

should not be timed and that drivers 

should be advised to drive considerably. 

Since 1982 when they moved to Ellinge 

the road from Swingfield Street to 

Hawkinge has been on a route for 

legitimate rallies which have taken part at 

night. They were warned in advance and 

it generally took 30 minutes for the whole 

entry to pass through but they are 

regularly disturbed by illegitimate 

rallying at night which results in skid 

marks, broken glass and the occasional 

burnt out wreck. They are disturbed by 

explosions, machine gun and rifle fire 

from the army training at night, military 

and private helicopters swooping low, 

greyhounds at the nearby stable and cross 

country motorcyclists with noisy 

exhausts. (Nor rural sights alone, but 

rural sounds, exhilarate the spirit, and 
restore the tone of languid Nature. 

(William Cowper)) 

SPEEDWATCH - Temple Ewell contacted 

the Parish Council to ask if they were 

interested in sharing the cost of a 

SpeedWatch scheme (I understand that 

the cost is for the hand held laser speed 

detector guns). The Council said that they 

had discussed the matter before and for 

various reasons (insurance being one) 

they were not in favour of the proposal. 

NARROW ROADS - At the Parish 

Council meeting Ray Ashman from 

Ewell Minnis said that because of the 

popularity of satellite navigation in 

vehicles, heavy lorries were using 

unsuitable roads. He therefore asked the 

council to contact the Highway Authority 

with regard to putting up 6’6” except for 

access signs on affected roads in the 

parish. Wolverton Hill and Warren Lane 

were two roads mentioned by name. 

WOLVERTON HILL  
The junction at the bottom of Wolverton 

Hill with the Alkham Valley Road has 

been improved by the addition of new 

kerbing and footway. It looks as though it 

will be safer to wait for a bus but it’s 

unclear whether it will be safer for the 

bus to stop. The 40mph speed limit, when 

it is introduced, may help. 

  

Alkham 
Valley 
Garden 
Centre 

 

Phone 
01303 
893351 

Christmas Barn 

selling decorations, 

gifts, fairy lights 

and artificial trees. 
 

Real Christmas trees 

available from the 1st 

of December 

ALKHAMHURST KENNELS has reopened for 

business with new owners Cate and Kyri 

Georgiou, who have moved to Alkham from 

Hertfordshire. Both have a passion for dogs and 

therefore the ideal solution was to buy a 

business involving animals. They look forward 

to meeting old customers and welcoming new 

ones and viewings are welcome but preferably 

in the afternoon. We wish them 

well………………. 

Their advert is on the back page together with 

a line advert in the ‘Local Businesses and 

Services’. Another new addition to the latter is 

Iain Blears plumbing and heating services. 

CARAVANS – The Parish Council have spoken 

to Dover District Council regarding the land 

adjacent to the Alkham Valley Garden Centre, 

which has recently been used by caravans. The 

Parish Council is concerned that DDC has 

taken the view that because the caravans have 

left the problem has gone away. However, it is 

thought that the caravans will probably return 

next year and therefore the site should be 

classified as agricultural land to try and prevent 

this happening. 
 

DAVID HORNE 

LOCAL HANDYMAN 

For all your jobs no matter how small 

Gardening, Decorating, Rubbish Clearing etc. 
 

FAIR RATES FOR GOOD WORK 

Call 01304 203578 or  07984 886251 
 

FARMER’S MARKET 
Capel-le-Ferne Village Hall  

Tuesday 10am to 1pm Local produce  

Phone 01303 245399 

 

http://www.marshallandclarke.com/


 

 

CH ITTENDEN ’ S  

F u n e r a l c a r e  
                                FOLKESTONE                                HYTHE 

1 Ingoldsby Road         Windmill Street 

                (01303) 851456             (01303) 262762 

Manager                  Manager 

Mr. Chris Daughters   Mr. Mike Hands 

Personal Service Always 

Private Chapels of Rest 
 Memorial Masonry  

 FUNERAL PRE-PAYMENT PLANS AVAILABLE  

UNDER THE PERSONAL SUPERVISION OF  

PHIL CHITTENDEN 

W.I - November 8th was the 

annual general meeting of the W.I. 

There was no need for an election 

of the committee as eight members 

were standing. Rosemary Crothall 

came off the committee after 

serving about thirty years! She was 

warmly thanked by Susannah our 

president. Rosemary has now 

moved to Barham but will still 

attend the monthly meetings. As 

there is more business to conduct 

there was no speaker so Susannah 

had a list of past members and 

asked members, who remembered 

them, to tell us any amusing stories 

about them. Most of us could 

appreciate the little anecdotes 

about them. The Christmas dinner 

menu was circulated and members 

choosing. This takes place at the 

“Lighthouse” in Capel on Tuesday 

13th December at 7pm for 7.30pm. 

There will be no meeting that night 

in the village hall as it was decided 

to have the dinner instead of the 

December meeting. The first 

meeting of 2006 in January is an 

open meeting where we can bring 

husbands and friends. Susan Lees 

is showing some of her collection 

of slides of “Alkham in the Past”. 

There is always lots of oohs and 

aahs when we see ourselves about 

forty years ago!! The meeting is at 

7.30pm but visitors can arrive at 

8pm.  
GARDEN 
TALK - We 

must thank 

Derek and 

Marion Banks-

Nash who 

hosted this month’s garden talk, 

together with the evening’s 

entertainment.  It has been a very 

enjoyable year and I would like to 

thank everyone who has allowed 

us to use their gardens and for all 

who have provided the munchies 

and wine.  The last meeting of the 

year will be the annual Christmas 

party on 8th December at the home 

of Lucy and Ian.  I thought it 

might be a nice idea if any of our 

members would like to donate a 

small gift and we could have a free 

raffle.  I look forward to seeing 
you all there. (Devina Bartlett) 

 

OZ on BAILLON  –  I’ve just spent a 

few happy hours weeding the filing 

cabinet. Among the debris 

accumulated over seven years of 

retirement was a newspaper clipping, 

dated 19 July 1999, concerning the 

sighting that month of a rare bird at 

Grove Ferry in East Kent. The 

Baillon’s Crake, (Porzana pusilla), 

is a small bird of the Rail family. It 

breeds generally in eastern Europe 

and in isolated areas of western and 

central Europe, migrating to the 

Middle East and Africa in winter, 

and is also found in Australia and 

New Zealand. In Victorian times, the 

Baillon’s Crake often visited Britain 

and actually bred in East Anglia, but 

disappeared as the marshes declined. 

There were only 12 British sightings 

between 1958 and 1995, so the 1999 

appearance caused hundreds of 

twitchers to converge on Grove 

Ferry and Stodmarsh. At first the 

bird’s eerie croak was dismissed as 

that of a frog, but an expert 

confirmed the sighting very early 

one morning, the species being so 

shy that it rarely appears in the 

daytime. With a short green bill, 

brown and white uppers, blue and 

grey face and unders, black and 

white flanks, pink legs and a short 

tail, the Baillon’s Crake reminded 

Stephen Moss, in the above 

mentioned clipping, of  “a giant, 

aquatic wren”.  Louis Baillon, the 

bird’s original discoverer, was born 

in Montreuil-sur-Mer in 1778, and 

became a naturalist, sharing his 

father’s enthusiasm for the flora and 

fauna of the Picardy coast. In 

recognition of Baillon, his name was 

given to two other bird species: the 

Puffin de Baillon (Puffinus 
lherminieri bailloni), known to us as 

Audubon’s Shearwater; and the 

Saffron Toucanet (Baillonius 
bailloni), an exotic South American 

bird with a huge bill. Louis Baillon 

died in Abbeville 150 years ago this 

month, on December 3 1855. (Steve 

Osborn) 

A VAUXHALL VECTRA was stolen 

from Short Lane just before midnight 

on Sunday the 20th of November. 

This vehicle was later recovered 

after it had been involved in a road 

traffic accident. A 17 year old male 

has been helping the police with 

their enquiries. (NW) 

 

BBBRRRAAADDDFFFOOORRRDDD   &&&   BBBIIINNNGGGLLLEEEYYY    

GGGeeeeeerrr iiinnnggg   &&&   CCCooolllyyyeeerrr   

KEARSNEY (01304) 823714   DOVER (01304)207099 

Y O U R  L O C A L  E S T A T E  A G E N T  

o f f e r i n g  D O U B L E  E X P O S U R E  
For your property 

From our offices at both  

12 KEARSNEY AVENUE, RIVER, DOVER 

AND 5 KING STREET, DOVER 
Discover for yourselves why Geering and Colyer 

deserve their reputation for customer care  
 

SURVEYORS * VALUERS * ESTATE AGENTS 
 

AFTERNOON TEA on Saturday 3rd 

December between 2.00 and 4.00 p.m. at the 

Church Hall, Albany Road, Capel-le-Ferne 

with sale of Christmas decorations together 

with crafts, raffle and a cake stall  

DOVER CHORAL SOCIETY will lead the 

singing in ‘Come Carolling’, the Christians 

Together in Dover carol concert, in Dover 

Town Hall at 7.30 pm on Monday 12th 

December. Accompaniment will be provided 

by the St Edmund’s School Wind Band, and 

the concert will also feature a seasonal 

production by children from a local school, 

together with a charity collection. Tickets 

are available from local churches and the 

Town Hall. (Steve Osborn) 

INDOOR BOOT FAIR on Sunday 27th 

November from 8.00am to 12 noon at Capel 

village hall; refreshments will be available 

and for further information phone 01303 

250671. 
 

 

 

FREDERIC HALL 
Solicitors 

York House, Folkestone 
01303 851185 

& Clyde House, Dover   
01304 202411 



 

 

Regular events in the village  
 

 
 

Boarding for Dogs, Cats 
& Small Animals 

Canine Hydrotherapy 
Pet Food Shop 

 

01304 – 822420 
 

Alkham Valley Road 

 

Monday 
The Chalksole Homegroup, third Monday of the month. Please 

phone Linda on 823100 for further details 

Tuesday 
Art classes in the village hall from 10 am to 1 pm. Ring 

01303 243115 for further details 

Wednesday 
The Book club meets on the first Wednesday of the month. 

Please phone Linda on 823100 for further details 

Wednesday 
Keep Fit in the village hall from 9.30 am to 10.30 am – 

Wednesday Club from 10.30 am to 11.30 am 

Thursday 
Mobile Library stops at the car parks by the village hall from 

9.25 am to 9.50 am 

Friday Whist Drive in the village hall starting at 7.30 pm 

                     Other events in the village 

Thursday 1 Alkham Valley Society AGM at 7.30pm in the village hall (see page 2) 

Saturday 3 Bingo in the village hall starting at 7.30pm 

Saturday 10 W.I. Christmas bazaar in the village hall 10.30am 

Wednesday 14 The Parish Council are meeting in the village hall in the evening 

Monday 19 Dover & District Bird Club in the village hall from 7.30pm 
 

CHURCH SERVICES 

Day Alkham            Capel Hougham  

Weekday 

Services:  

Morning Prayer, 

Capel: Monday-

Friday at 8.30 am 

(except Bank 

Holidays). Evening 

Prayer, Hougham - 

Wednesdays at  

5 pm. Eucharist, 

Capel  Thursdays  

at 9.15 am 

Sunday 4th 

 
Evensong 4.00 p.m. Sung Eucharist 9.30 a.m. Worshipping together 11.00 a.m. 

Tuesday 6th 

 
Healing Service, St Radigund, Capel 7.00 p.m. 

Sunday 11th 

 
Sung Eucharist 9.30 a.m. Worshipping together 11.00 a.m. 

Carols at Village Hall West 

Hougham  4.00 p.m. 

Sunday 18th 

 

Service of 9 Lessons and 

Carols 6.30 p.m. 

Service of 9 Lessons and 

Carols 10.00 a.m. 
Sung Eucharist 9.30 a.m. 

Saturday 24th 

 
Crib Service 4.30 p.m. Midnight Mass 11.30 p.m.  

Saturday 25th 

 
Sung Eucharist 11.00 a.m. No Service 

 
Sung Eucharist 9.30 a.m. 

  

TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

Police –  999 phone & 01303 850055 

Neighbourhood Watch 218151/218130 

Community Warden 07977 981994 

Village Hall booking 

Rosemary Polden 824876 

Alkham Valley Society secretary 

Gwyn Prosser M.P.      01304 214484 
GP out of hours to access urgent 

medical help 0844 800 1234 

Joanna Walker 821641 

W.I. Betty Neely 01303 251475 

County Councillor, Bryan Cope 

207976 work number   01795532547 

Newsletter, Brian Wimsett  824969  

e mail brianwimsett@hotmail.com 
Church Wardens  - Richard Tapsell 

District Councillors       

Sue Nicholas 823956  

Andrew Richardson 211835 

Parish Clerk, Sue Lees 822661 

822295  and Grace Stacey 822756 

Alkham web site   www.alkham.org 
 

L O C A L  B U S I N E S S E S  A N D  S E R V I C E S  
ACCOUNTANCY John Garlinge Accountancy, taxation, book keeping services St. Margaret’s                               852252 

ARBORICULTURE Alkham Valley Tree Surgery: Planning, planting, maintenance  removal Wolverton        824853 & 07973 501390 

BOARDING KENNELS Kennels and Cattery, Canine Hydrotherapy and Pet Food Shop Wolverton                                     822420 

BUILDING WORK E R Woodruff carpentry and joinery, decorating, maintenance Swanbourne, Wolverton               824991 

CAT & DOG GROOMING Canine beauticians, dogs and cats groomed, Newcastle House Ewell Minnis                                822902 

CLEANING SERVICES John Hoy domestic/commercial carpet and upholstery cleaning Ewell Minnis                      07889310479 

CURTAINS & BLINDS Curtains and blinds made to your specification Alkham Valley                  01303 891806 

ELECTRICAL Simon Price electricians & computer installation, Meggett Farm  South Alkham                   01303 252764 

ENVIRONMENTAL J H Ullmann Environmental contractors, Malmains Farm Alkham                       202004 or 822888 

EQUESTRIAN HOGBROOK Equestrian Centre Livery yard, instruction, hacking Hogbrook Lane, Alkham              827644 

EQUESTRIAN GREENHILL FARM – DIY and assisted livery – excellent facilities Megget Lane, South Alkham           01303 892056 

EQUESTRIAN SUPPLIES Alkham Valley Garden Centre – everything for horse and rider South Alkham                             01303 891996 

GARDEN CENTRE Alkham Valley Garden Centre with gift shop and pet supplies South Alkham                             01303 893351 

PLUMBING & HEATING Iain Blears plumbing and heating services Wolverton             822500 or 07888 713 896 

SCHOOL Capel-le-Ferne school Your local primary school; free bus from Alkham Capel Street, Capel-le-Ferne     01303 251353 

mailto:brian@alkham50.freeserve.co.uk


 

 


