
  

      

THE CORONATION LUNCH 

Thankfully the dark clouds 
didn't stay around for too 
long and eventually the sun 
shone through. It was a good 
turn out and everyone 
seemed to be happy chatting 

away and enjoying their lunch. There are always people to thank and 
I will begin with Ken and Sandy for putting up and then removing the 
village bunting; Graham for the very enjoyable music played 
throughout the afternoon; all helpers moving table and chairs back 
and forth to the village hall and finally Dave for organising the 
races.  Nicola Church won the book token for dressing up as she 
made the cloak herself. Irene Barnard … (many thanks to Irene as well) 
THE NEW PARISH COUNCIL - The newly elected Parish Council are 
now in place and we give the outgoing team our thanks and best 
wishes especially as they have had to manage with only half of the 
council positions filled in the past few years. Neil Burrows has been 
an Alkham councillor for thirty years and chairman for the last 
eighteen and deserves our special thanks and appreciation. So, the 
new council starts with a full complement of councillors and a 
Community Led Plan (soon to be available) and a mixture of 
experience and energy to build on the successes of the past. We will 
certainly take Neil’s advice to ensure that the whole of the village is 
included in all plans, and communications with villagers is a high 
priority. Over the next few weeks the new team will be identifying 
roles and responsibilities and now is the time to remind everybody 
that the village plan requires considerable volunteer support. We 
have the names obtained from the Open Day and village 
questionnaire but if you weren’t around then, now is the time to add 
yourselves to the list. Den Barnard (denbarnard@yahoo.com) 
VILLAGE SUNFLOWER COMPETITION – It’s 
time for the sunflower competition which is open 
to anyone in the parish to see who can grow the 
tallest one. If you would like to enter you can grow 
your own or whilst stocks last, get a free one from 
Anita or Vernon James. The judging takes place at the end of 
September when the winner will be presented with the coveted cup. 
Please contact anitajames163@gmail.com with your name, address 
and telephone number if you’d like to take part or get a free plant. 
ON BEHALF of the staff and children of Temple Ewell school we 
would like to say thank you for all the wonderful donations we 
received. We will continue to collect wool and crafty supplies for as 
long as you are able to donate them. Mrs. Church  

PETER SMITH (born 1 May 1954)  
It is very sad to record the death of 
Peter Smith, resident of Alkham, who 
died on the 19th of April, leaving his 
wife Isabelle and their family. Peter, 
among many other activities, was a 
long term member of the Alkham 
Valley Society, founded due to the 
then apathy of civic government in 
Alkham. He quietly lent his deep love 
of the countryside to all.  He farmed 
sheep lovingly and knew the names of 
every piece of local woodland, every 
field and footpath. Walkers in the 
Alkham and surrounding areas will 
probably never know how much we owe 
to Peter and people like him, who fought 
the good fight.  Peter’s quiet presence 
and thorough goodness will be missed, 
not only by his family, to whom all 
sympathy is shared, but our community. 
Bon voyage, Peter. Jo Walker 
LINDSAY BENNETT (72) who has 
lived in Ewell Minnis for over 25 years 
passed on 22/4/23 at William Harvey. 
She was a big part of the community 
looking after animals and people. She 
is survived by her husband Tony and 
sons Andrew and James and her 
mother Patsy. Funeral service will be 
held on 26/5/23 at St Anthony's at 
11.00. The family have requested no 
flowers donations in Lindsay's name to 
Pilgrims Hospice. Tony Bennett 
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FILM NIGHT 7.30pm 
June 27th  

The Lost King (2022) 

May 30th A Man Called Otto 

Entrance is free but a donation of £4 
per person is appreciated 



 

B P S window cleaner 
Window cleaning specialists no house too 

small. We use a reach & wash purifying 
system that means no streaks or smears and 
no chemicals.  Our poles reach those hard to 
get areas. Safely clean conservatory roof. We 

fully clean all windows, doors & frames.  

Call Paul on 01304 823763 or 
07971389039 

MAY THE 8th STREET PARTY on 
the village green was a bittersweet 
copy of last year’s Jubilee with 
several absences deeply felt. The 
music was another lovely playlist, 
the food was wonderful and the 
weather warm. There was a 
predominance of red. white and 
blue, but a few folks dressed up in 

crowns and capes. There was a spectacular home-made effort by Nicola 
Church who quite rightly won the fancy dress competition. There were 
kids and dogs running around and someone had a bubble machine 
blowing bubbles for them to chase. It was again well organised by Irene 
Barnard and it was a marvellous opportunity for Rosemary Hillier to trek 
down from London and see us all. Poor Harlan had caught a cold and was 
a bit grumpy until he saw all the desserts.  We all had an absolute feast. 
A huge thank you to those who put out tables and chairs, and bunting 
and organised a few games and to those who put things away and tidied 
up too. It was a great day out. Catie Webber 
ROGUE TRADERS – An email was received from the brother of an 
elderly lady who lives in Alkham to say she had been the subject of a 
scam and without him would have been scammed again. He has asked 
that the word is spread around regarding these evil people. 
ALKHAM VILLAGE HALL AGM – In the last financial year the hall made 
a small loss, which was an improvement on the previous year when there 
was a loss of £2600. The committee agreed that it was not possible to 
raise the hire rates as it would result in groups moving elsewhere but the 
increased costs of heating and lighting the hall would warrant an increase 
in hourly rates.  
THANK YOU to Mrs. Doreen Nichol for mending the Altar Cloth for St 
Anthony’s Church. She made the darn look like a flower and it was such 
a good job we couldn’t even find it for at least 10 minutes.  In the past 
Mr. and Mrs. Hammond did a magnificent job looking after such things 
for us. And I wish to thank them too. Sadly, they have had to give it up 
recently and neither Carol nor I have sewing in our skillsets. Again, thank 
you. Catie Webber 
DOG WALKING – Jo Walker forwarded an interesting article about dog 
poo. Most dog walkers clear up after their dogs and generally put it in a 
small plastic bag which goes in a bin. At Densole there is a pooh bin in 
which the bags can be put and when the bin is emptied the bags go to 
landfill with obvious result that the plastic bags almost last forever. The 
article gives various ideas about how this can be dealt with and the best 
solution is to have bio-degradable bags but other suggestions are a dog 
waste composter, a wormery or a compost heap but there are caveats 
associated with the latter. The full article can be seen at 
brentwooddogwalker.co.uk/dogpoo.php. 
ALKHAM W.I. -Our May meeting was our resolutions meeting followed 
by a quiz. Our next meeting is on June 13th when our speaker will be 
Martin Newcombe talking about badgers. Hostesses Nicola Church and 
Sue Ross, raffle Janet Adamson, VOT Helen Price. New members are 
always welcome. Debbie Griggs 
 
 

CAR & VAN SERVICING 

MOTS, TYRES & EXHAUSTS 
BRAKES, CLUTCHES & REPAIRS 

DIAGNOSTICS 

Free collection & delivery or courtesy car arranged 

POULTON SERVICE & EXHAUST CENTRE 

HOLLOW WOOD ROAD, DOVER CT17 0UB 

01304 201235 
 

 

 

All types of paving, driveways, walls, 
groundworks and a full garden design 

Free quotations – local family run 
business 

07818024487 or 01304 825355  
e-mail: quotes@dbworks.co.uk

VALLEY VEG BOX 
We supply local seasonal weekly veg boxes 

for collection or delivery. – see web site 

www.valleyvegbox.com 
sales@valleyvegbox.com 

Tel:  07814 023141 

Professional Dog Grooming Service 
   No2 Wolverton Cottages 
     Alkham Valley Road 
Contact: Karen 07594478587 
Email woofreadywoof@gmail.com 
       Find us on   

 
 Alkham Court 

Farmhouse Bed & Breakfast 
Meggett Lane, South Alkham 

5 Star: Gold Award 
Peaceful location overlooking Alkham Valley 

‘Winners Best B & B in SE England’  
Tourism SE Award 

Web: www.alkhamcourt.co.uk  
Wendy Burrows Tel: 01303 892056 

Tai Chi 
Wednesday, 3.30 - 4.30 PM 

Wootton Village Hall 
Friday, 11.00 AM - 12.00 PM 
Hawkinge Community Centre 

Contact Anna Dashwood 
07736 849 194  www.pfstaichi.com 

Streetz2Streetz 
Mobile Fish and Chip Unit 

Saturday 24th June 
  will be outside the village hall 5-6.30pm 
Call 07955 926 835 for booking & details 

Also cater for weddings, kid’s parties, 
christenings, charity events, fish supper 

parties and boot fairs 

http://www.pfstaichi.co/
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pfstaichi.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ca6f6ce9f1789426e07e008dabd1286b5%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638030184505792495%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qmzpdG2leclQkFYWJwfS1YWyrRSl44u1r%2F23vXh1E4U%3D&reserved=0


 

Prince Tutoring 
Give your child’s education a boost with one-to-
one assistance from a qualified and experienced 

teacher 
• Science and maths GCSE, Kent Test 

preparation, biology for midwifery, 
essay writing and A-level biology 

• Literacy & numeracy skills – reading & writing, 11+ 
• Supporting special educational needs 

tracey.prince@hotmail.co.uk  
Tracey Prince BSc (hons), PGCE, QTS, CELTA, CRB 

ALKHAM BLACKSMITHS 
Before the industrial 
revolution the blacksmith 
was a very important 
person not only working 
with iron but also turning 
his hand to dentistry, being 
a vet and maybe Church 
Warden.  Originally there 
was a blacksmith behind 

Forstal Cottage by the Marquis which later became the site of the school 
but in 1841 they moved across the road to the new premises called 
Martinvale and the low building behind the house which was the forge is 
still there. There was also a 
blacksmith at South Alkham 
and the photo above shows 
two proud men at their 
smithy probably in the 1920’s 
and the other photo a horse 
waiting on the Alkham Valley 
road. The house is still there 
but the smithy has gone and 
is now a garage. editor 
 

MAT WALECKI 
Window cleaner  

Household repairs 
General maintenance and repairs 

Pole system and traditional 
Painting and decorating 

07803333709 
Matek167@hotmail.com 

Your Local One Stop Flooring Shop 
www.actioncarpets.co.uk 

26 Market Square, Dover, CT16 1NG 
Folkestone: 01303 246505 

Dover: 01304 207007 Whitfield: 01304 20700 
Call for a free estimate or visit a showroom 

We Have All Floors Covered 

River Chimney Sweep 
Insurance approved certificate issued with 

every sweep 
Other installations include 

Stove installation: Chimney liners 
Bird cowls: Chimney repointing 

Stove servicing and repairs 
Call Marcus Wright 

   Tel: 01304 761081 Mob: 07971 699220 
       www.riverchimneysweep.co.uk 
    Registered OFTEC Stove Installer  

 
KENT COAST VOLUNTEERING 
Do you need driving to Hospital, 
dental appointments, shopping 
etc.? Try the Kent Coast 
Volunteering 01304 380513. 
Requiring 3 days’ notice per trip, 
this service charges £20 a year 
and 50 p a mile to collect you and 
take you to where you want to go, 
does not charge for waiting and 
takes you home again. It is run by 
volunteers and is most useful. 
Transport@kcv.org.uk. Jo Walker 
FOOTPATHS – Many thanks to 
Anthony Barrier who has now left 
the post of footpath warden. It 
appears that this post is not 
continuing but is being replaced by 
a Countryside Warden for which 
you have to go on a course and 
thereby qualify. There are two at 
present but they appear to be very 
difficult to contact. 

ALKHAM W.I. - On the 3rd of June 
from 10.30am to 12.30 in the village 
hall we are having a tabletop sale and 
coffee morning and we have 3 tables 
left. If you have anything you would 
like to sell and would like a table, it 
will be £10; please contact Nicola 
Church on 07713894408 if you are 
interested. There will be a fund 
raising cake sale for Macmillan 
cancer plus stalls with puzzles, books, 
children's clothes/toys, bric-a-brac 
and an equestrian stall. Look forward 
to seeing you all. Nicola Church 
LOST PROPERTY – After the 
Coronation party on the 7th of May a 
pair of plastic goblets 1 red and 1 
teal, a pair of glasses beige tiger 
stripe and amazingly an expensive 
knife were found on the village 
green. Please email Catie at 
catiewebber@me.com if you think they 
might be yours. 
MARQUIS OF GRANBY– The quiz 
night in May has been moved to the 
22nd owing to the usual Monday 
being a bank holiday. 
 

 GRAHAM WEST 

General Maintenance 
Electrical Installation Specialist 

General household repairs, Painting 
decorating 

Small plumbing, Woodwork 
Specialist electrical installations 

07973330890 
GRAHAMWEST28@GMAIL.COM 

Coastal Mowers and Plant 
Garden Machinery, Power Tools 

 & Small Plant 

Repairs – Service – Sales 

07867 368 508 01304 829224 

Unit 3, Honeywood House, Honeywood 

Road, Whitfield, Dover CT16 3EH 

Alkham Valley 
Tree Surgery 

Fully insured  
27 years’ experience 

01304 828164 

http://www.actioncarpets.co.uk/


   

ALKHAM VILLAGE HALL – Excellent facilities, reasonable rates 
Please ring Tracey for information on 01304 828098 

Regular events in the village hall 

Tuesday Sit Fit 9.30am to 11.30am  
Wednesday Valley Voices 7.30pm to 9.00pm 

Friday Pilates 10am to 11am 

Other events in the village hall 

Tuesday 13 W.I. meeting 7.30pm 

Tuesday 27 Film Night – The Lost King  – please see page 1 

Thursday 29 Tea and a Chat 2.30pm to 4pm 

CHURCH SERVICES 

Date Alkham Capel Hougham 

Sunday 4th  Prayer 5.00 pm Eucharist 9.30 am Worship 11.00 am 

Saturday 10th  Activities and stories at Messy Church Capel 3.00 – 5.00 pm 

Sunday 11th    Eucharist 9.30 am Worship11.00 am Eucharist 11 am 

Sunday 18th  Worship 9.30 am Eucharist 9.30 am Worship 11.00 am 

Sunday 25th     Eucharist 9.30 am Evensong 6 pm Eucharist 11 am 

BUS TIMES To Dover 8.18,9.48,11.23,13.23,14.53,17.28: Sat: 9.48,11.18,13.18,15.28  

To Folkestone 9.09,10.39,12.09,14.09,16.09,18.09: Sat 10.39,12.09,14.09,16.09 
Assumed correct but check on www.stagecoachbus.com/timetables and 91 bus 

POLICE 999 or 101       NEWSLETTER brianwimsett@hotmail.com 
PARISH CLERK AND COUNCILLORS clerk@alkhamparishcouncil.org.uk 
HALL BOOKING Shirley Prince 828098   W.I. SECRETARY Janet Barrow 829585   

 VICAR Brian Williams 01303 243784  
 AVS joannawalker777@gmail.com 821641 alkhamvs.org   
 MP Natalie Elphicke 01304 379669:  KCC David Beaney 07818 024487 
DDC cllr-martin.hibbert@dover.gov.uk 07796444860.  
LOCAL SITES alkham.org  alkhamparishcouncil.org.uk 
alkhamvalleytraffic2@btinternet.com  

FROM THE VICARAGE - In June 2022 the late Queen celebrated 
her Platinum Jubilee. Crowds flocked to the Palace, and Paddington 
Bear had tea with her. In September, crowds lined the streets again, 
this time for her funeral. Now we have witnessed her son’s 
Coronation. Three unique Royal events, all in the space of a year. I 
wasn’t in the Abbey myself on the big day, so didn’t get a copy of the 
Order of Service - but I notice that someone who was is auctioning 
theirs online. There is a reserve, not yet reached. As I write, the 
bidding stands at £221. Perhaps when some of the comments that 
were being made even as the celebrations took place are 
considered, the chance to own such a slice of history, even at that 
price, becomes even more tempting. While we were at home on the 
morning of the Coronation, glued to the television and only leaving 
the sofa to make tea, others were questioning the whole thing. Was 
it worth the money? Coronations in other countries are far more 
restrained – so why not ours? Should we even have a monarchy at 
all? Would this coronation be Britain’s last? But history can play tricks. 
I recall once visiting a museum in Calais with a group of teenagers. 
Built as a wartime bunker, it displayed items from the Nazi 
occupation. An adult helper enthused, but they were bored. “This is 
for old people,” they complained, “it’s nothing to do with us!” That 
would change with 9/11, Afghanistan and Iraq. Remembering The 
Fallen would stop being something that only old people did. What 
will happen when William becomes King we can only guess. But in the 
meantime, I’ve still got some copies of our service booklets from the 
Coronation weekend.  Offers, anyone? Brian Williams 

 
 

 
  
 

 

            Local Watchmaker 
           Service & Repairs to all makes 

                  of vintage & modern timepieces. 
                Battery changes to full Servicing. 

              Also, Pocket Watches & Carriage Clocks. 
                            07986 424293  
        Email: chronoexserv@hotmail.com 
 Competitive rates for residents of Alkham Parish. 

 
 
  
  

Pilates + Classes @ Alkham Village Hall 

Friday mornings 10 to 11am 
£6pp Julie Watt, REPs qualified instructor 

Just turn up or phone 07825109670 

Email pilates.mbs@ gmail.com 

Whitfield Computer Services 
                        Lee Eversfield fdsc 

Hardware & software problems  Installations 
Upgrades  Repairs  Internet set-up 

Virus removal  General advice 
    No fix – No fee Tel: 01304 204227 Oap special rates 

E-Mail: lee.eversfield@btinternet.com 

OIL BOILER SERVICE Est 1987 
Friendly Family Service 

For routine service and emergency 
breakdowns contact 

P & V QUENBY LTD 

01227 760428 07768 594147 

Equinox Services 
For local Plumbing Services please call 

07543345716 for quotes, reasonable rates and 
reliable service AND for local friendly gardening, 

garden maintenance and building features. 

Please phone 07543345716 

 
EAST KENT PADDOCK MAINTENANCE 

Topping, Rolling, Harrowing, Spraying, 
Fertilizer spreading, Fence repair and 

erection, water tanks and piping. 

Tel. Nigel Peddle 01304 824004 or 
07810203324 

ANDY GEE - Gas Safe registered 
heating and plumbing engineer 
07807586902 or 01304 207378 

andygee1709@hotmail.com 

 

Wolverton Farm Fire Wood 
All our wood is seasoned and ready to burn! 
We have been in the community for 4 decades 
and selling wood for 2! Ton bags, small trailers, 
large trailers and mega loads, we do them all! 

We also sell kindling in large bags! 
Please get in touch. You can call us, text us or 
WhatsApp us: 07717303878 We are also on 

Instagram: wolvertonfarmfirewood. 

http://www.alkhamparishcouncil.org.uk/

