
 

 
 

ALKHAM MONTHLY NEWSLETTER 
and magazine 

No. 389 September 2026 
Produced by Brian Wimsett Telephone 01304 824969 brianwimsett@hotmail.com 

A NEW VILLAGE HALL? It seems that money is being collected for 

a new village hall in Alkham. Surely this proposition, if this is really 

being planned, be put to the vote? Questions regarding its size, 

appearance and probable running costs answered? The village hall 

committee has done good work already, creating a welcoming 

outside space, planting and placing the notice board where it can be 

read in relative comfort, plus alterations and improvements to the 

interior.  However, democratically an informed vote by the parish is 

an obvious requirement before the colours are nailed to the mast? 

Jo Walker … I would also like to thank whoever it was who left three 

lovely pink roses in a Jude Bellingham Lucozade bottle on my porch 

today, Friday. the 24th. They are a lovely inspiration on a hot day! 

CHARITY CRICKET MATCH – To mark the 20th anniversary of the 

previous match, Alkham cricket club will be playing the Old England 

cricket club on the village green on the 9th of August starting at 2pm. 

In 2006 there was a photo in the newsletter of the dashing Den 

Barnard cutting to slip 

off the formidable Joey 

Benjamin, but the catch 

was held. Old England 

scored 257 for 7 and 

Alkham scored 153 for 9 

wickets to claim a draw.  

UNITARY AUTHORITY – As most people will know, Canterbury, 

Thanet and Dover will become a Unitary Authority from 1st of April 

2028, and this means Dover District Council, as such, will no longer 

exist. Some of the services will be merged but it is not clear whether 

money will be saved by having a unitary authority. The number of local 

councillors will be reduced but parish councils are not currently part of 

the local government reorganisation, and it is unlikely that anything 

will happen at this stage. Brian Wimsett 

CHARITY LINE DANCING NIGHT - Come along for a fantastic evening 

of line dancing and help support a great cause! Saturday the 2nd of August 

7:00pm – 10:00pm, £10 per person, cash only; bring your own 

refreshments; raffle on the night. Whether you're an experienced dancer 

or a complete beginner, everyone is welcome. It's sure to be a fun-filled 

evening with great music, plenty of dancing, and a chance to win some 

fantastic raffle prizes. All proceeds raised will go to Alkham Village Hall. 

We look forward to seeing you there! Contact Debbie on 07796360473 

for any more information. Debbie Griggs 

ALKHAM VILLAGE HALL  

This month I wanted to thank 

not just the fabulous fundraisers 

who continue to support the 

Hall, most recently Vernon, 

Anita, Trevor and Alison with 

the Plant Fayre supported by 

Sue and her team with the Cake 

sale, but I wanted to particularly 

thank my fellow trustees and 

volunteers for the work they do. 

The small jobs, and not so small 

jobs, which are done for free 

often with donated materials 

really make the difference. 

Lighting up-grades making the 

entrance, storeroom and toilets 

brighter, alarms for safety, 

planting and gardens making 

the outdoor space a real asset, 

all of which need regular 

watering and maintenance, 

windows being cleaned and 

general repairs. Thank you to 

everyone who has taken on the 

jobs at the village hall and made 

it better for everyone. If you’d 

like to help, please get in touch. 

Kev Rolfe – Chair village hall 

CAPEL le FERNE & ALKHAM W.I. 

We had a lovely afternoon tea at 

one of our member’s house on 

the 14th of July, and what a lovely 

afternoon it was. Our next 

meeting is on September the 8th 

at Capel village hall at 7pm and 

new members are always 

welcome. Debbie Griggs 

  

Harlan Webber
typo:  it is 22nd August




 

 

BIODIVERSITY – Chalksole Farm is on Warren Lane 

just to north of the village and the farmland, which 

had been used for dairy and the growing of crops, was 

recently sold. The person who bought it founded 

Biodiverse Habitat Solutions and offers plots of land 

for biodiversity net gain or BNG. Natural England’s 

regulations mandate 

a 10% biodiversity net 

gain on most new 

developments, and 

these plots fulfil this 

requirement. The plots must be used for biodiverse 

purposes and at present trees are being planted and there 

is a habitat bank to support bee orchids and other 

wildflowers, and these also support turtle doves. Habitat 

Solutions have various packages which include 

maintenance of the site, and they also guide you through the process. The land was on 

sale for some time, and it appeared unlikely that it would have continued with food 

production, but good news for Alkham with more woodland and wildlife. Brian Wimsett 

OUR BEEKEEPING started in July 2024 when a swarm descended onto our house and tried 

to set up home under the roof by way of the eaves. We persuaded them to move into a part 

of a hive borrowed from a neighbour. We then dived in and bought our own diy hive and 

they were re-homed. They appeared to be very happy, as were we, and grew in numbers until 

they settled down for winter. They made it through until around February 25 when the colony 

collapsed and were no more. In June 2025 we decided to buy a small colony from a local 

apiary, and they were moved into their new home and thrived and when winter came we now 

understood that feeding them fondant helps them through the cold months. By March 2026 

they were buzzing and growing in numbers and by the end of May the hive was bursting at 

the seams. Experienced beekeepers know that swarming is a possibility as the old queen and 

an entourage pack up and go. New queen cells are formed, and the colony has a chance of 

survival; however, in our case the new queen was not happy with her home and so took off 

with the rest of the bees in June. We now had no bees, but they had left behind a lot of honey 

so all was not lost. We did the harvesting and then the long job of cleaning hive and interior 

frames, it is a long dirty, sticky job removing bees wax and honey as well as some resin glue 

they manufacture to seal up the hive. We had decided that beekeeping was not as easy as it 

appeared and were ready to up-cycle the hive! A week ago, 

at the beginning of July I saw a few honeybees flitting around 

our roof and decided to put a “bee box” with some 

honeycomb on the patio table. The following day the scout 

bees came back with a queen and a few thousand bees, oh 

no! We are beekeepers again. Alan Latham 

 

 



TABLE TENNIS TABLE - We thought 

about this a little while ago, as we 

enjoyed playing table tennis while on 

holiday and on our travels. We feel it’s 

such a social game for all ages and one 

you can have a chat while also doing 

light exercise. We love the village green 

but feel it lacks things for the family to 

do, and this will be great for bringing 

friends and family together. We have 

already seen family’s, fathers and sons, 

mums and daughters, all laughing and enjoying 

the game and it’s lovely to see. Beau and I went 

round the village asking for help, and many locals 

were very friendly and helpful. The Maquis was 

also very helpful in allowing a donation bucket in 

the pub. We are happy it’s here now and people 

can enjoy it. The Taylor family, Little Garth  

A lot of people think it’s a great idea, and thanks 

go to the family for an inspired addition to the 

village green. Brian Wimsett 

NEWLYNS MEADOW – In 1928, when Gordon Preston was 10 years old, he worked at the 

farm on Hogbrook Lane, where he milked the cows by hand, which grazed in the field 

where Newlyns Meadow now stands. The Alkham cricket club also played on this field, so 

cowpats were an additional hazard. He then delivered the milk round the village by 

carrying two covered pails which he then dispensed with a measure, and because there 

was always a bit of spillage he had, by law, to give an extra splash. As he put it, some 

housewives wanted a big splash. He did this before he went to school and was often late 

arriving and got a lot of black marks. When a Schools Inspector visited he told Gordon that 

If he wasn’t at school and heard the bell ringing, he must drop the pails and run to school. 

Sometime after, he was halfway across a field and the bell rang, so he dropped both pails 

and ran to school. Mrs. Newlyn’s son Bill was furious and visited the school and the 

requirement was stopped. Gordon started work at 7am and finished at 9am, working 7 

days a week for which he got paid 3 shillings and sixpence. He 

lived his whole life in Alkham and vowed that if he survived 

WWII he would name a son Kent. The photo shows the Preston 

brothers, with Gordon in the middle, in the school playground 

in front of what is now the Old Post Office, before they joined 

the rest of the choir at St. Anthony’s church round the corner. 

He would admit that he wasn’t quite as saintly as depicted in 

the photo, but he was a real character. Gordon and his family 

lived latterly in one of the Valley Cottages adjacent to Newlyns 

Meadow and he died at home in October 1999. Brian Wimsett 



ALL ADVERTS ARE FREE 

ALKHAM VILLAGE HALL - Bookings Team: M: 07585 398235  
E: bookings@villagehall.alkham.org W: villagehall.alkham.org 

REGULAR EVENTS IN THE VILLAGE HALL 
Tuesday Keep Fit 10.00 am to 11.30am  

Tuesday Alcohol Anonymous meeting 7.30pm to 9pm 

Wednesday Valley Voices 7.30pm to 9.00pm  

Thursday 6.30pm to 7.30pm Yoga with Janet 

Friday Pilates 10am to 11am 

CONTACT DETAILS 
POLICE 999 or 101      
NEWSLETTER brianwimsett@hotmail.com 
PARISH CLERK AND COUNCILLORS 
clerk@alkhamparishcouncil.org.uk 
HALL BOOKING – See top of box above 
AVS joannawalker777@gmail.com 821641 alkhamvs.org   
W.I. Debbie Griggs 07796360473 griggs.debbie@googlemail.com 
MP Mike Tapp   mike.tapp.mp@parliament.uk  
KCC email Paul.King@kent.gov.uk 
DDC cllr-martin.hibbert@dover.gov.uk 07796444860 
LOCAL SITES alkham.org  alkhamparishcouncil.org.uk 

CHURCH SERVICES are still taking place and start at 
10.00am. In September: 20th Capel 9th Alkham 13th  Hougham 

and 27th Capel - Messy Church at 15.00 - No services on the 6th  

Rachel Hogben Church Warden 

91 BUS TIMES 
 To Dover 744 0816 0959 1133 1327 1501 1724  

Sat 0959 1133 1327 1501 
To Folkestone 0919 1053 1247 1421 1619 1628 1809  

Sat 1053 1247 1421 1624 
Assumed correct check on www.stagecoachbus.com/timetables 

CHAPMAN ELECTRICAL 

Phone 

01303813342 

mobile: 

077188 81010 

 

Tai Chi 
Wednesday, 3.30 - 4.30 PM 

Wootton Village Hall 
Friday, 11.00 AM - 12.00 PM 
Hawkinge Community Centre 

Contact Anna Dashwood 
07736 849 194 www.pfstaichi.com 

Wolverton Farm Fire Wood 
All our wood is seasoned and ready to burn! 

We have been selling wood for 2! Ton 
bags, small trailers, large trailers and mega 
loads.  We also sell kindling in large bags! 

Please get in touch. You can call us, text us or 
WhatsApp us: 07717303878 We are also on 

Instagram:wolvertonfarmfirewood 

THE CROWN INN AT FINGLESHAM 
PUB * RESTAURANT * EVENTS * LODGES 
Serving Weekend Breakfast 8.30am till 11am 

Lunch & Dinner 7 days a week 2 course set 
meal Mon - Fri (exc. wed) for £15 

Wednesdays & Sundays are Roast days 
Events Barn for a function - 10 Holiday chalets  

 www.crowninnatfinglesham.co.uk 
01304 612555 

 YOUNGS ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES LTD 
BOOKKEEPING, CORPORATION TAX, PAYROLL/CIS, PERSONAL TAX, SECRETARIAL, VAT 
contactyoungstoday@gmail.com  Based in Alkham - 07704 518251 

Alkham Valley Tree Surgery    
Fully insured 30 years' experience 01304 828164 

General maintenance, repairs and renovations. Exterior and 
interior services. Carpentry, plumbing, windows, doors and more 

01304 732132 email: contact@apolloproperty.services 

            Local Watchmaker 
           Service & Repairs to all makes 

                  of vintage & modern timepieces. 
                Battery changes to full Servicing. 

Also, Pocket Watches. 
                            07986 424293  
        Email: chronoexserv@hotmail.com 
 Competitive rates for residents of Alkham Parish. 

 
 
  
  

Pilates + Classes @ Alkham Village Hall 

Friday mornings 10 to 11am 
£8pp Julie Watt, REPs qualified instructor 

Just turn up or phone 07825109670 

Email pilates.mbs@ gmail.com 

Whitfield Computer Services 
                        Lee Eversfield fdsc 

Hardware & software problems  Installations 
Upgrades  Repairs  Internet set-up 

Virus removal  General advice 
    No fix – No fee Tel: 01304 204227 OAP special rates 

E-Mail: lee.eversfield@btinternet.com 

OIL BOILER SERVICE Est 1987 
Friendly Family Service 

For routine service and emergency 
breakdowns contact 
P & V QUENBY LTD 

01227 760428 07768 594147 

Coastal Mowers and Plant 
Garden Machinery, Power Tools 

 & Small Plant 
Repairs – Service – Sales 

07867 368 508 01304 829224 

Unit 3, Honeywood House, Honeywood Road, 
Whitfield, Dover CT16 3 EH 

 Yin Yoga – village hall 
Alkham £8 Thursday 6.30-7.30pm 

Capel £10 Monday 6.30-7.45pm  
Contact Janet 07812678124 
janet28@protonmail.com 

WALMER TILE CENTRE 
1 The Strand Walmer, Deal CT147DY 

Full range of interior wall and floor tiles 
and 20mm exterior floor tiles Full 

bathroom supply and fit service Free 
quotation service. 

07725695455 www.walmertiles.co.uk 
 LEARN HOW TO LINE DANCE 

Sessions held in Alkham Village Hall  
7.30pm Monday 10th of August 

7.30pm Monday 21st of September 
 Contact Debbie Griggs 07796360473 

griggs.debbie@googlemail.com 

GRAHAM WEST 
General Maintenance General household repairs 

Electrical Installation Specialist 
Painting decorating, Small plumbing, Woodwork 

Specialist electrical installations 
07973330890 graham.west28@hotmail.com 

CAR & VAN SERVICING 
MOTS, TYRES & EXHAUSTS 

BRAKES, CLUTCHES & REPAIRS 
DIAGNOSTICS 

POULTON SERVICE & EXHAUST CENTRE 
HOLLOW WOOD ROAD, DOVER CT17 0UB 

01304 201235 

mailto:mike.tapp.mp@parliament.uk
http://www.alkhamparishcouncil.org.uk/
mailto:contactyoungstoday@gmail.com

