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HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN - JUBILEE PARTY SUNDAY
JUNE 5th VICARAGE MEADOW - 1PM - Here's a reminder of
the above village party which is proving to be very popular. We
have tables and seating for 80 so please, if possible, bring along
extra picnic tables and chairs. Still hoping for a dry weather day
but any overhead cover will probably be a good idea too for a
light shower - or as sun shade - but as mentioned before, we
have the village hall booked as back up. As this event is a bring
your own food and refreshments, there is no need to ring and
let me know you are coming. Don't forget to get the children
involved for the fancy dress competition from any decade in the
last seventy, and hopefully you clever bakers are already
planning your cake decoration. Finally, I'm planning traditional
fun games for all such as egg and spoon, three legged and so on
so should be a good afternoon. Irene Barnard
TWO GIRLS at Temple Ewell Primary School decided they
wanted to raise funds for the Ukraine relief effort. They held a
cake and craft sale in school and as part of that decorated some
pebbles to sell. Some of those pebbles are now hidden
around our village of Alkham. If you find one, please keep it,
pass it on or re-hide it elsewhere. To date they have raised
£388. Nicola Church, Temple Ewell Primary School
SPEEDWATCH – Further to last month’s article regarding
Speed Watch, Glyn Jones has asked the Parish Council to
support the purchase of a new speed device and also the video
equipment recommended by the police due to an increase in
abusive and aggressive issues against some Speedwatch units
(fortunately not Alkham to date). They have also submitted a
paper to the Parish Council to consider when they review their
Highway improvement Plan Policy and action for 2022/23, to
include a 30mph limit from Hopton Manor to Wolverton bend
and 20mph through the heart of the village with 40mph on the
rest of the road between Standen cottages and Temple Ewell.
ALKHAM WI are
having a coffee FILM NIGHT - 7.30pm
morning and a Bring
Tuesday 31st May
and Buy sale on the
Marvellous – Toby Jones
14th of May at 11am
Tuesday 26th April
in Alkham Village
West Side Story (2021)
Hall, all welcome.
Entry to the village hall is free but a
Debbie Griggs
donation of £4 per person is appreciated

to the Parish of
Alkham

EDITH NEVE - On the 15th of March, the
parish of Alkham lost a much admired and
respected member of the local
community, Mrs Edith Neave. She was 86
years of age. Edith had lived with her late
supportive husband, Vic, in Ewell Minnis
having moved to the hamlet several
decades ago from Wolverton, where she
had operated a care home. When Edith
moved to Ewell Minnis she integrated with
the local community readily, often
providing support to those who sought it,
in the immediate area. It is as a result of
this she was encouraged to stand for and
was elected onto Alkham Parish Council.
She served the Parish Council loyally for
many years, retiring, due to the declining
health of her husband in order she could
care for him towards the end of his final
days. Edith always had an enquiring mind
and never ceased to amaze me with her
many entrepreneurial ideas and schemes
which she would run pass me on my many
visits to see her. She enjoyed life to the full
with the daily support of her daughter
Coco. Edith was certainly a fun loving
character and will be missed by those who
knew her. Her spirit is reunited with her
husband's, whom she adored and loved so
much. Geoffrey Lymer
CHRISSIE ROSE died on the 6th of April
after being diagnosed with cancer in
January and given a prognosis of only
weeks. Apart from a spell in the hospice
whilst they brought pain management
under control, she had her wish of
spending her last days at home. Chrissie
and her husband Peter were resident in
Slip Lane for some years and they were
well liked and always ready to help and get
involved with village activities.

THE REFILLABLE VAN MAKING WASTE FREE SHOPPING EASY
Join the Refill Revolution! It is estimated every UK Household uses
around 480 plastic bottles each year but only around 270 get recycled
meaning 23 million end up in landfill where they sit for up to 500 years
slowing degrading into micro-plastics that pollute our soil, oceans and
waterways. If you are fed up with the sheer volume of plastic that comes
with your weekly shop and want to start reducing your plastic waste,
then The Refillable Van is here to help! The Refillable Van is a zero waste
CAR & VAN SERVICING
mobile refill shop offering dry goods - oats, rice, pasta, pulses & grains,
MOTS, TYRES & EXHAUSTS
nuts & seeds, dried fruits; herbs & spices; household cleaning products BRAKES, CLUTCHES & REPAIRS
DIAGNOSTICS
laundry liquids, washing up liquid, hand soap, all purpose cleaner; self
Free collection & delivery or courtesy car arranged
care products - shampoo, conditioner, body wash. We also offer plastic
POULTON SERVICE & EXHAUST CENTRE
free alternatives of dental, cleaning and beauty products. Simply bring
HOLLOW WOOD ROAD, DOVER CT17 0UB
your own clean empty bottles and containers to us and we will refill
01304 201235
them for you with as much or as little as you need so you can reuse your
containers over and over again. All products are vegan and
environmentally friendly and aquatic safe. No parabens, sulphates or
All types of paving, driveways, walls,
synthetic fragrances mean they are better for you and for the planet. We
groundworks and a full garden design
will be visiting Alkham once a month at the Village Hall starting 23rd April
Free quotations – local family run
business
5pm – 6.30pm (the same night as Streetz2Streetz Fish & Chips) and then
07818024487 or 01304 825355
on 14/5/22, 4/6/22, 23/7/22, August tbc, 24/9/22. Or if you prefer
e-mail: quotes@dbworks.co.uk
message 07495916088 to book a home visit. Check out our website
VALLEY VEG BOX
www.refillablevan.com
and
follow
us
on
social
at
We supply local seasonal weekly veg boxes
www.facebook.com/Refillablevan or Instagram @refillable_van.
for collection or delivery. – see web site
STEPS IN FIELD BEHIND THE CHURCH
www.valleyvegbox.com
sales@valleyvegbox.com
After the dire accident suffered in
Tel: 07814 023141
deepest, coldest January by a local
resident (four hours prone on icy ground),
people climbing these steps now, will find
them much safer and easier to use, all
Tel: 01304 721 068 Mobile: 07804 220 567
Email: info@whitecliffslandscaping.co.uk
repaired and strengthened by the KCC in
www.whitecliffslandscaping.co.uk
late March. In addition, a new handrail
Alkham Court
has been installed on the second upgoing set of steps. Thanks to the KCC
Farmhouse Bed & Breakfast
response and Anthony Barrier’s encouragement (our footpath warden)
Meggett Lane, South Alkham
a good job has been done, and speedily too. Jo Walker
5 Star: Gold Award
Peaceful location overlooking Alkham Valley
MEMBERSHIP – Someone gave £10 as membership to the Alkham
‘Winners Best B & B in SE England’
Valley Society but a record of the name was not made. Please email
Tourism SE Award
Web: www.alkhamcourt.co.uk
Catherine Webber at catiewebber@me.com to register your name.
Wendy Burrows Tel: 01303 892056
LIGHTNING – On the first of April there was an enormous flash of
lightning followed by a similar size bang and it appears that the lightning
Tai Chi
struck the power line serving properties near Newlyns Meadow and
Wednesday 5-6pm
Hogbrook Lane causing a power surge that put at least 3 modems out of
Hawkinge Community Centre
action plus some phones. The power surge caused damage to other
contact Anna Dashwood
properties’ electrical equipment and the modem in the village hall was
01304 205 405 / 07736 849 194
one casualty which was swiftly replaced by Plusnet.
www.pfstaichi.com
KENT VOLUNTEER PARTNERSHIP – You can change a person’s life in
Kent today by becoming a volunteer and if you’d like more information
Streetz2Streetz
then go to the web site www.Kentvolunteers.org.uk. You can search for
Mobile Fish and Chip Unit
Alkham Village Hall Park
volunteer opportunities across Kent, register your interest in
See leaflet in the door of the hall or volunteering opportunities that interest you or choose to allow
Call 07955 926 835 for booking & details organisations who want volunteers to contact you.
B P S window cleaner

Window cleaning specialists no house too
small. We use a reach & wash purifying
system that means no streaks or smears and
no chemicals. Our poles reach those hard to
get areas. Safely clean conservatory roof. We
fully clean all windows, doors & frames.
Call Paul on 01304 823763 or
07971389039

Also cater for weddings, kid’s parties,
christenings, charity events, fish supper
parties and boot fairs

SNOWFLAKES – Most people know about
snowdrops which are the first flowers to bloom
generally before or coinciding with the vernal
equinox at the end of March and symbolises
sympathy, consolation and hope. Another
prevalent white flower which is not so well
tracey.prince@hotmail.co.uk
known is the snowflake, or summer snowflake, and blooms in mid to late
Tracey Prince BSc (hons), PGCE, QTS, CELTA, CRB
spring, just after the daffodils and resembles the
BESPOKE JOINERY snowdrop but is much taller. If you are interested
Staircases - including geometrical in nature the Wildlife Trust has an annual challenge
where they ask everyone to do one wild thing a day
Summer houses, conservatories
throughout the month of June and in 2021 saw
doors and windows
over 760,000 people being involved. It is called 30
John Prince 01304 828098
DAYS WILD and if you’d like to sign up and receive
a free pack to help you go wild, go to
wildlifetrusts.org/30days wildlife site.
EVER WANTED TO BE AN ARCHAEOLOGIST? Now’s your chance to
Your Local One Stop Flooring Shop
get involved in a choice of community digs at Dover's Maison Dieu led by
www.actioncarpets.co.uk
the Canterbury Archaeological Trust. The first dig was in April and the
26 Market Square, Dover, CT16 1NG
Folkestone: 01303 246505
other digs take place between 25-29 July, and 8-12 September, one near
Dover: 01304 207007 Whitfield: 01304 20700
Call for a free estimate or visit a showroom Biggin Hall and the other beneath a municipal flowerbed on the other
We Have All Floors Covered
side of the River Dour. Participants will be offered a choice of roles, from
excavating and washing finds, to engaging with visitors or running a mini
River Chimney Sweep
Insurance approved certificate issued with every sweep dig for families. The opportunity is open to anyone age 18 plus and full
Other installations include
training will be given. Young people, age 18 to 25, are particularly
Stove installation: Chimney liners
Bird cowls: Chimney repointing
welcome, including those currently unemployed or looking for work
Stove servicing and repairs
experience opportunities. Please contact Martin Crowther at
Call Marcus Wright
Tel: 01304 761081 Mob: 07971 699220
martin.crowther@dover.gov.uk. or phone 07596 889 668 or go
www.riverchimneysweep.co.uk
Registered OFTEC Stove Installer
to www.maisondieudover.org.uk for further details.

Prince Tutoring

Give your child’s education a
boost with one-to-one assistance
from a qualified and experienced teacher
• Science and maths GCSE, Kent Test
preparation, biology for midwifery,
essay writing and A-level biology
• Literacy & numeracy skills – reading & writing, 11+
• Supporting special educational needs

GRAHAM WEST
General Maintenance
Electrical Installation Specialist
General household repairs, Painting
decorating
Small plumbing, Woodwork
Specialist electrical installations
07973330890
GRAHAMWEST28@GMAIL.COM

Coastal Mowers and Plant
Garden Machinery, Power Tools
& Small Plant
Repairs – Service – Sales
07867 368 508
01304 829224

THE CIRCLES OF HELL
I saw you once with Oscar
His rounded eyes aglow
With knowledge of all sorts of things
That children shouldn't know.
You showed him off so proudly
Pretending all was well
You needed me to love him
In those sad surrounds of hell.

A multi-storey carpark
The walls were grey and gloom
You must have paid to enter
Unit 3, Honeywood House, Honeywood
And then there wasn't room.
Road, Whitfield, Dover CT16 3EH
You had to circle driving down
Looking for a space
A. P. S. UPHOLSTERY
Hoping that you might find some
Established 34 years
And that he would find his place.
Workshop: Ewell Minnis CT15 7EA
Gail Swainston
Tel: 01304 828185
email: upholstery@inbox.com
Find us on Facebook, Instagram
Twitter, Yell.com

ALKHAM W.I. - Our meeting
was a very interesting one at
which we had Clive Nutting
talking about Madagascar the
Enchanted Isle. Our next
meeting is on the 10th May
which is resolutions followed by
a quiz. Well done to Vanessa
Oakley on winning 1st prize for
her Easter Bonnet. Hostesses
are Debbie Saunders and Janet
Gibbons,
raffle
Helen
Scopes. All new members
welcome. Debbie Griggs

Local Watchmaker

ALKHAM VILLAGE HALL – Excellent facilities, reasonable rates
Please ring Tracey for information on 01304 828098

Service & Repairs to all makes
of vintage & modern timepieces.
Battery changes to full Servicing.
Also, Pocket Watches & Carriage Clocks.

07986 424293
Email: chronoexserv@hotmail.com

Regular events in the village hall
Tuesday - Friday
Wednesday

Tuesday

Other events in the village hall
10 W.I. meeting 7.30pm

Thursday

26

Competitive rates for residents of Alkham Parish.

Professional Dog
Grooming Service
Alkham Valley Road
Contact Karen
07594478587
Pilates + Classes @ Alkham Village Hall
Tuesday and Friday mornings 10 to 11am
£6pp Julie Watt, REPs qualified instructor
Just turn up or phone 07825109670
Email pilates.mbs@ gmail.com
Whitfield Computer Services
Lee Eversfield fdsc

Hardware & software problems  Installations
Upgrades  Repairs  Internet set-up
*Special
Virus removal  General advice
rates for
*No fix, no fee
OAPs

Pilates 10am to 11am
Sit Fit 10am to 11.30am

Tea and a Chat 2.30pm to 4pm

CHURCH SERVICES
Alkham
Capel

Date
st

Sunday 1
Sunday 8th
Saturday 14th
Sunday 15th
Sunday 22nd
Thursday 26th
Sunday 29th

Hougham

Evensong 6.30 pm Eucharist 9.30 am Praise 11.00 am
Eucharist 9.30 am Worship 11.00 am
Messy Church at St Radigund’s Capel 3.00 – 5.00 pm
Worship 11.00 am Evensong 6.30 pm Eucharist 9.30 am
United Parish Eucharist Hougham 10.00 am
Ascension Day United Parish Eucharist Hougham 7.00 pm
United Parish Eucharist at St Mary’s Capel 10.00 am

BUS TIMES To Dover 9.11,10.11, 11.11, 12.11, 13.11, 14.11, 15.11, 17.11, 18.41
Sat: 9.11, 10.11,11.11, 12.11, 13.11, 14.11, 15.11, 17.11, 18.41
To Folkestone 7.32 9.32 10.32 11.32 12.32 13.32 14.32 17.32 18.32
Sat. 7.32 9.32 10.32 11.32 12.32 13.32 14.32 17.32,18.32

FROM THE VICARAGE - I boarded the train and found a seat. The
man sitting opposite smiled and asked if I had had a good day. I had,
I replied, and I asked him how his day had been. Celtic had beaten
OIL BOILER SERVICE Est 1987
Friendly Family Service
Rangers 2-1! He and his friend’s nephew had travelled to Scotland
For routine service and emergency
hoping to get tickets for the match but had ended up watching it on
breakdowns contact
a big screen. They had celebrated the win, and his young friend was
P & V QUENBY LTD
01227 760428 07768 594147
now sprawled across the seat next to him. As I reassured him that I
wasn’t a Rangers supporter, his friend suddenly began clapping and
SIMON PRICE & Co chanting in honour of the genius who had scored the winning goal.
Electricians Contractors
In all honesty, sport and I have never understood each other, and
Data and voice installations
I’m no football fan. I remembered this when I came across this
01303 252764
headline: Revealed: The most boring person in the world is a
www.simonpriceandco.co.uk
religious data-entry worker who watches TV. It was about a study
Masha’s K9 and Animal Care from the University of Essex. It listed jobs and activities – religion
Dog walking, pet sitting and home boarding counts as a hobby, apparently - that are often dismissed as boring.
Facebook.com/mashask9care
But on reading it I found that it didn’t pretend, as the headline
www.mashas.co.uk
suggested, to identify the most boring people in the world. It was
07531293168
really about the negative effect that being branded as boring by
others can have on our lives. I once read somewhere that anything
Jordan’s Plumbing
No job too small from dripping tap to
can be interesting – it’s just a matter of whether we see it that way.
central heating installation
Sport gives pleasure to POLICE 999 or 101
reasonable rates
millions of people – no Newsletter brianwimsett@hotmail.com
Please phone 07543345716
doubt I’m missing out on Parish Clerk and Parish Councillors
clerk@alkhamparishcouncil.org.uk
EAST KENT PADDOCK MAINTENANCE something. I live with the Hall booking Shirley Prince 828098
Topping, Rolling, Harrowing, Spraying,
constant challenge of how W.I. Secretary – Janet Barrow 829585
Fertilizer spreading, Fence repair and
to reveal the interest in Footpaths antbarrier@tiscali.co.uk
erection, water tanks and piping.
something that people AVS joannawalker777@gmail.com 821641
Tel. Nigel Peddle 01304 824004 or
07810203324
sometimes dismiss. I’m no Vicar Brian Williams 01303 243784
Natalie Elphicke 01304 379669
football fan – but I am a MP
Andy Gee - Gas Safe registered
KCC David Beaney 07818 024487
heating and plumbing engineer
God supporter. And not DDC cllr-martin.hibbert@dover.gov.uk
07807586902 or 01304 207378
boring. At least, I don’t 07796444860.
Web sites www.alkham.org and
andygee1709@hotmail.com
www.alkhamparishcouncil.org.uk
think so… Brian Williams
Tel: 01304 204227
E-Mail: lee.eversfield@btinternet.com

